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(Abstract)

A Study on the Meter of Cheju Folk Songs

Kim, Soon—Doo
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This study, from the fact that the formal aspect of Folk Songs is influenced
by their meaningful one, suggests new classification criteria of Folk Songs,
divides them into a type of theme and a development structure, and then examines
what meter this meaningful type takes. And ultimately, this study aims to set
up what is the characteristic of Cheju Folk Songs. The result of it can be
summerized as follows.

First, five sorts of the classification criteria can be assumed : function,
the relation between a singer and a listener, use, theme and a development
structure, and meter. Applied to the first criterion of function, Cheju Folk
Songs are classified into labor songs, ritual songs, and amusement songs. In
the relation between a singer and a listener, labor songs are divided into men’s
songs, women’s songs and men-women’s songs, amusement songs can be set up ‘adult
- adult, child - child, adult - child’ and are divided into ‘adult’s songs,
children’s songs, and nusery songs’. In the classification criterion of use,
the specific characteristics of works are differently revealed according to

character, object, and space of folk songs in each function.
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Second, analizied the themes of Cheju Folk Songs, men’'s songs in labor songs
show the theme dealing with realities of work such as working, supporting the
family, praying for richness, and managing horses and cows. Women’s songs in
them are mostly songs representing personal feelings such as a lament for one’s
lot, a love life, and the conflict between wife and concubine, and are
remarkable in that women’s labor boundary widly spreads over Cheju island in
comparison with other regions of Korea. Adult’s songs in amusement songs almost
deal with the following details : sightseeing a famous scenery, the love between
male and female, and an ordinary life.

Children’s songs in them deal with natural things, mockeries, and plays as a
major theme. Kinds of lullaby in them are a song of love and prayer for
children. Ritual songs are divided into a sad-ritual song and a happy-ritual
song, and their subject matters mourning for the dead, the uncertainty of life,
prosperity of off spring, and wealth and honor.

Third, there are parallelism, chain, narration, and description in the
development structure which is the element to form a meaningful aspect.
Parallelism is regular and the type which is revealed in syllabified labor
songs, ritual songs, and amusement songs. Chain is regular and is revealed in
non-syllabified labor songs and amusement songs.

Narration is non-svllabified and is revealed in labour which motion is
irregular, and in amusement songs for adults which a pathetic rhythm exists.
Description is the development structure dealt with when it is difficult to
guess the condition of work, and an irregular work is done.

Fourth, the meter types of Cheju Folk Songs are classified into Dong-rvang
peter, cheung-ryang meter,and sasul-zo (narrative meter). Dong ryang meter is
divided into dimeter, trimeter, and tetrameter, Cheung ryang meter into Cheung
ryang dimeter and Cheung ryang trimeter. Dimeter is revealed in songs which are
regular labor songs and also have the development structure of parallelism or
chain.

Trimeter is revealed in children’s songs of which subject matters are almost

situations of mockeries and plays. Tetrameter in labor songs or ritual songs of



which subject matters are labor, supporting the family, and praying for
richness. It often takes the development structure of meanning of parallelism
and narration. Pentameter, as a transitional style drifting from narrative
meter, is revealed in songs managing horses and cowes, and in a part of
chang-minyeo (a folk song) Cheung ryang dimeter, as the meter type of almost all
Cheju Folk Songs, is widlly revealed in all labor songs sung a lament of one’s
lot, an earnest love, and difficulties of living with one’'s husband’ parents,
and in amusement songs. Cheung ryang trimeter is narrowly distributed in only a
part of sorts of Taroung (ballad).
Aparting from other regions in Korea, Cheju Folk Songs have the style of
narrative meter taking a development structure of narration. It is shown in the
narration managing horses and cowes, which reflects a singer’s improvised

emotion and a changeability of the situation.

As investigated above, it is proved that Cheju Folk Songs compared with the
mainland of Korea, give much weight in women’s labor songs, and have the
development structure of paralleliss and chain as well as narration and
description. In the way of meter, it is concluded that Chung ryang dimeter and

dimeter are the main type, and a special type of narrative meter is found out.
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