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ABSTRACT

A Study on Efficient Practice Teaching for Cultivation

and Breeding in Elementary School:

in the Case of Jeju Province

Park Hyeong-suk

Major in Elementary Practical Arts Education

Graduate School of Education

Jeju University of Education

Directed by Professor Kim Yeoung-yong

The purpose of this study was to examine how elementary school

teachers in the region of Jeju province perceived education about

cultivation and breeding, in which way they actually taught these two

areas and what problems there were. It's ultimately meant to pave the

way for providing more successful practice teaching about cultivation

and breeding.

The 34-item instrument used in this study was prepared by this

researcher based on relevant earlier studies and literature and through

the help of the main professor and colleague teachers. The subjects in

this study were teachers who worked at 35 elementary schools in Jeju

province. A mail survey was conducted, and among 392 answer sheets

gathered, 377 ones that appeared to be analyzable were analyzed with

SPSS 10.0 programs.

The findings of the study were as follows:

First, the teachers were investigated in terms of curriculum manage-
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ment, fields to be taught, content of practice, practice hours, teaching

method, evaluation, the given conditions for practice teaching, and

training experience in practical arts. And they were significantly

different from one another in those regards according to eight

variables, including gender, age, teaching career, hometown, grade in

charge, class size, school size and school location. This finding

indicated that they looked at practical teaching and provided it in a

different way.

Second, the teachers believed that the cultivating and breeding

segments of the 7th practical arts curriculum was bound up with real

life in large part, but a lot of them had difficulties teaching those

areas. Inadequate environments and their own poor practice experience

resulted in disturbing their practice teaching. This finding implied that

there weren't enough facilities, equipment or materials available for

practice teaching, and their own insufficient training in practical arts

was another reason to deteriorate practice teaching efficiency.

Third, as for the preparation and management of teaching schedule

for practical arts, one session was allocated to this subject when class

size was larger. The use of flowerpot in classroom was prevailing, or

just classroom teaching was provided without any practice, since there

weren't enough spaces available for practice in cultivation or raising.

This finding signified that oversized class was one of the primary

factors to interfere with successful practice teaching in the fields of

cultivation and breeding.

Fourth, the teachers with higher teaching career found those units of

practical arts to be more applicable to everyday life, and they
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considered it more necessary to focus on work and practice. Students

should be taught to apply their cultivating and raising experience to

real life, to prize the preciousness of life, and to enrich their emotion.

Based on the above-mentioned findings, there are some suggestions

about the field application of those units and future research efforts:

First, spaces for practice in cultivation and breeding are very vital to

make elementary education successful, but many schools aren't

equipped with such spaces. To tackle this problem, sufficient

administrative and financial backup is called for, and more field study

and field trip should be implemented to offer enough chances for

students to get firsthand experience.

Second, in order to improve practical teaching about those units of

practical arts, the way teachers perceive practical arts should change,

and a sufficient amount of facilities, equipment and materials required

should be secured.

Third, teachers should be given ample chances to get training to

boost their teaching ability and offer successful education with

confidence.

Fourth, as practical arts calls for skill acquisition and puts emphasis

on education of work, full-fledged professional teachers should be in

charge of this subject to offer natural chances for learners to work.

Fifth, local textbooks should be developed to localize practical arts

education in a way to cater to the characteristics of local community

and curriculum.

Key words : cultivation, breeding, practice teaching.
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