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Feminine Characteristics in Jeju Mythology

Yang, Young—soo*

Female characters in Jeju mythology are described as very active
and shrewd love-makers. They approach male characters for love on
their own initiative, and demonstrate quick wits in maneuvering the
success of their love affairs. They show a tendency to conform to
social customs, and so suffer from few conflicts with the established
order. They support themselves on their own talents when they are
pressed to part from husbands. Interestingly they are tolerant of
polygamous married life to the extent that two wives within one family

very often get along well with each other.

Key Words

active courtship, tough self-reliance, conformist love-style, tolerant

cohabitation of love-rivals
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