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Jeju’s Culture of Community and the 4-3 Resistance’s
Conditions of Outbreak.

Hong, Gi-Don*

This article focuses on exploring Jeju characteristic culture of
community’s building process with a three tiered structure argued by
Fernand Braudel and analyzes the 4-3 resistance’s conditions of
outbreak. Jeju is unsuitable for farming to the point of island of the
three disaster(= ). Jeju people seem to realize these conditions as
shown by TSongdang-bonpuriy in which combination between hunting
culture and farming culture was so fragment that marine trade excelled.
Relics and historical records prove that Jeju traded with the Han(i#) of
China, the Samhan(=##) of the Korean peninsula, and Japan. The chief
items of export changed from abalone to horse, cause it makes profits,
after Yuan(Jr) had installed the horse ranch in 1276. However, in the
period from Taejong to Sejong of Chosun, seeking a nation-state,
Chosun had control over Jeju’s horse industry. In addition, Chosun hold
trading appendages of slaughtered horses in check. As a result, horse
industry collapsed; Jeju people became drifting people(ifi X) or pirates(7k
%) wandering the sea near the Korean peninsula. In 1629, Chosun

issued the ban that Jeju people was forbidden from leaving the land.

* Associate Professor, Department of Korean Language and Literature, Catholic

University.



Jeju people had to struggle to maintain their existence with Jeju cutting
off from land for two hundred years. That is why Jeju characteristic
community spirit based on the sharing of village unit built; this spirit
settled down to Sunurum system. Also, village community had religious
belief, Jeju people had consciousness on separation from Chosun while
they revolted against central authority which suppressed faith, predicated
upon ideology of Confucianism. In modern times, reinforcement of
village community requires attention and the followings motivate it;
landowner’s capital did not enter into Jeju. It could make maintaining
agricultural community. Ranches and fisheries of beaches, originally a
state demesne, converted into public land of village. Facing liberation,
Jeju people drove for the decentralization system grounded on the
village community. But, a series of policy that American military
government issued was against what Jeju people wanted and the group
dispatched from land had confrontation. Nine regiment stationed in Jeju
understood the meaning of 4+3 as fight between Jeju land and they so
avoided intervening that they could be replaced. It is a very symbolic
event in that it shows the aspect of conflict at that time. There are
obvious evident for that many novels dealing with 4-3 resistance

embody and focus on Jeju characteristic community spirit.

Key words : a three tiered structure of Fernand Braudel, island of the three disaster, the ban of

leaving the land, Jeju’s culture of community, 4-3 resistance
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