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Diachronic Study on Animals of Jeju Island
in Chosun Dynasty Literatures

focus on <Se-Jong-Sil-Rok-Ji-Ri-Gi(fit5= & aktEE) >,
<D ong-Guk-Yeo-Ji-Seong-Ram (G s e) >,
< Tam-Ra-Ji(H#L) >, <Nam-Whan-Bak-Mul(mef#t) >,
< Je-Ju-Gae-Rok (Fihsk) >

Jung, Jong-Woo*-Chung, So-Yeon**

In this study, faunistic records of Jeju Island were diachronically
investigated using five selected official literatures on Jeju Island
published during Chosun Dynasty: Se-Jong-Sil-Rok-Ji-Ri-Gi( H =B #HIFE
&),  Dong-Guk-Yeo-Ji-Seong-Ram(FBEEMFE),  Tam-Ra-Ji(ELHEE),
Nam-Whan-Bak-Mul(BE #4), and Je-Ju-Gae-Rok(F/NESH). The resules
were as follows.

First, we made a list of animal species occurred in classical literatures
on Jeju Island and arranged them in view of present animal
classification system. As a result, sixty-two animal species belonging to
ten classes and four phyla had been recorded in the classical literatures

studied (15th—19th centuries).

* Lead Author, Department of Science Education Ewha Womans University.

** Corresponding Author, Department of Korean Education Ewha Womans University.
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Second, number of animal species tends to increase from earlier to
later Chosun Dynasty period. And points of view on animals may have
had been changed over time. Species that can be directly used for foods
had been center of interest in the earlier period while broader range of
animal groups including Aves were targets of description in the later
period.

Third, special products of Jeju Island nowadays such as abalone,
hairtail fish, mackerel, horse were also frequently occurred in literatures
since the 15th century, which suggested these products have been
continuously popular.

Fourth, species records about nautilus, sea otter, crocodile, and Pere
David’s deer which do not occur today in Korea, give opportunities to
think about whether these species previously occurred in Korea and
about which factors had influenced distributional change of them such as
climate change, ecological environmental change, and/or international
exchange.

Fifth, it is suggested that detailed examination on scientific terms
should be accompanied to studies on classical literature in view of
natural history based on animal names not used today.

Sixth, this study is given significance by its scientific approach to
classical literature which have been usually studied in humanities and
social science such as literature, history and geography. Besides this
study needs to be escalated to detailed studies as it is the first attempt
to examine traditional biological knowledge in Jeju Island from the

classicial literature.

Key Word : Jeju, animals, mammals, fish, birds, natural history, classical literature, biological

knowledge.
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