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The dual structure of myths and folk beliefs in
Okinawa

Lee, Myung-Won*

This paper aims to clarify the dual structure of the Okinawan
mythology and folk beliefs. It will be understood from the foundations
of cultural subconscious of modern Okinawa.

It will analyze the world-view of the ruling class through the creation
of the wotld to explain the characteristics showing the myth of
Okinawa. Whereas the people of Okinawa, would have to try to clarify
the meaning of private life through faith and sought the death, such as
shamanism and animism.

The ruling class of Okinawa has built a kingdom ruled by the import
of foreign-based religious ideology such as Confucianism and Buddhism.
On the other hand, people want to have over the tenacious pursuit of
indigenous beliefs to overcome suffering in this life.

It is characterized by private and religious beliefs of the ruling class
in Okinawa was the relationship of cooperation, while opposition.

By elucidating the dual structure nestled in mythology and folk
beliefs, we think we can understand the three-dimensional world of the

modern spirit of Okinawa.

* Professor. Humanitas college, Kyung Hee University.
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* Key Words : Dual Structure, Nirai Kanai(Okinawa's Utopia), View of Life and Death, Mythology,
Folk Beliefs.
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