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ABSTRACT

The study of Yeongdeung grandma(the goddess of the
wind) belief

Nam Hyang

Dept. of Cultural Heritage
The Graduate School of Hannam University

Yeongdeung grandma, worshipped at home, is the goddess of the wind.
After coming and looking around the human world in February in lunar
calendar every year, she goes back to the heaven. In the household belief,
her existence is mostly forgotten except February because she visits a
household temporarily.

Her character is similar to the unstable weather of the early spring.
February in lunar calendar accords with the period of ’‘the end of
hibernation’ and ’the spring equinox’ and at this time the land is melted
and the sunshine becomes warm. However, it is still a changeable time, a
cold weather in the blooming season being repeated. The unpredictable
irregularity of the natural phenomenon can hurt the happiness of human
beings and cause unexpected sorrow. To proceed into a stable condition,
people should overcome the irregularity and the danger.

Making a stable and happy life is impossible only with the will and
effort of humans. A household overcomes an unstable and disordered life
under the protection of Yeongdeung grandma. Furthermore, February in an

agricultural village is a highly important season preparing for farming of
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that year. In the society of premodern farming, the reason Yeungdeung
grandma was worshipped sincerely i1s because she takes charge of the
farming. Being accompanied by rain and cloud, compared as
daughter-in-law and daughter respectively, Yeungdeung grandma brings
good harvest to a family

Yeungdeung grandma belief is a study subject that can look at the
regional differences rather clearly. This belief is distributed concentratedly
in Tae Back mountain range and southeast regions of the Korean
peninsula, but except these areas there are no or little recognition about
this goddess. In present, it is difficult to clarify the background of such a
regional difference.

In short, Yeongdeung grandma belief is an important study subject
observing the relationship between household belief and annual cyclic rites
among several folklore fields. In a broad sense, it is also the subject that
is able to look at the view of Korean about nature through the process of
recognizing the wind, a natural phenomenon, as the goddess.

This paper consists of six parts. The first part is related with the name
of the goddess and, through this, it introduces Yeungdeung grandma in the
historical documents and the present folklore. The second part analyzes the
character of Yeungdeung grandma. It is summarized as 'regularly visiting
goddess of wind’, 'grandma of miracle and greed’, 'grandma accompanied
by daughter and daughter-in-law’, 'grandma looking after the stability and
peace of the household and farming and the fishing industry. The third
part looks at the regional actual state of Yeungdeung grandma belief. The
fourth part includes structural elements of Yeungdeung grandma belief such
as the name, the date, and the place of ancestral rites, a sacrificial offering,
taboo, and a vulgar belief.

Housewives depends on Yeungdeung grandma as to the stability and
peace of each household, the health of family members, a rich or poor
harvest of the farming of that year. Every household turns into a regular

and stable place of living under the protection of Yeungdeung grandma.
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