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Abstract

MA.(MS.) Thesis

A Study on "Heowoongaegibonpuri"

Yun, Jung Kwi
Department of Korean Language and Literature
Graduate School,

Kyonggi University

This study set out to investigate the transmission patterns of
"Heowoongaegibonpuri," a folk myth of Jeju Island, and figure out
its mythical characteristics and significance in the history of
literature. Heowoongaegibonpuri is a folk epic of Jeju Island
about the story behind the division between this world and the
other world due to Heowoongaegi, who died young and left
young children behind. Heowoongaegi touches the underworld
king with her strong maternal love and gets a chance to visit
this world only to pass the promised deadline, enrage the
underworld king, and cause a complete severance between this

world and the other world. The narrative makes the readers

- 107 -

Collection @ kyonggi




recognize the great value of her maternal love beyond death and
represents her human limitations.

The research findings on "Heowoongaegibonpuri" can be
summarized as follows:

First, the study confirmed the actual transmission practice of
"Heowoongaegibonpuri" and demonstrated its values as a common
myth. Previous studies defined it as a special Bonpuri sung
under particular situations, being excluded from rituals. The
study, however, found that 1t was still combined with
"Chasabonpuri" and kept its transmission power of being
performed within the Gut Jecha. It also obtained universality as a
common myth in that it dealt with the life and death of man,
handling the communication and boundaries between this world
and the other world. The study thus newly defined it as a
general Shinbonpuri based on those performance patterns and
content characteristics.

Secondly, "Heowoongaegibonpuri" 1is very valuable as a
material containing a humble mythical idea about the two
different worlds of this world and the other world based on the
traditional faith. There are, of course, other materials to confirm
the conviction in the other world such as narrative adventure
stories including "Baridegi" and "Chasabonpuri," but those

materials focus on a journey to the underworld after the division
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between this world and the other world. "Heowoongaegibonpuri,"
on the other hand, presents primitive thinking by covering the
events on the way to the division between the two worlds when
they still communicated with each other.

Thirdly, "Heowoongaegibonpuri" is worth recognition in terms
of tradition and significance in women's narrative literature. It is
highly valuable in that a woman is the main character of struggle
to return back to life after death from the other world to this
world and that she has maternal love as the most powerful
element to overcome death. Compared with "Baridegi," it shares
with it a common feature that a female protagonist faces death
to protect life. While the daughter takes a journey to the
underworld to practice her filial piety in "Baridegi," the mother
faces death as the practice of maternal love for children in
"Heowoongaegibonpuri," which seems to present more primitive
thinking in that maternal love 1s closer to instinct than filial piety
even though both of them are precious values. In addition to the
fact that its main character is a woman, it has been usually
transmitted around women, being performed as a dance song,
tale, and folk song by female Shimbangs and speakers, which
makes one of its characteristics as a work of women's narrative
literature.

Finally, it is also noteworthy that "Heowoongaegibonpuri" has
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been performed and transmitted in close relations with various
narrative dance songs in the folk tradition of Jeju Island. Its
content includes the content about the creation of a world, the
concepts about the other world, and Samshin faith, which
concerns the birth and prosperity of human life. It is thus safe to
say that "Heowoongaegibonpuri" also has the characteristics of
myths about world creation, prayer for survival, and breeding,
which suggests that it is a valuable material with the values of a

general Shinbonpuri.

Keywords : Heowoongaegibonpuri, maternal love, this world and
the other world, underworld messenger, underworld king, female
myth, Samshin(Sanyukshin), general Shinbonpuri, narrative dance

song, folk myth, Baridegi, filial piety
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