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[Abstract]
A Study on The Narrative about Seol-Mun-Dae Halmang

Mun Young-Mi
Department of Korean Education
The Educational Graduate School

Yonset University

Seol-Mun-Dae Halmang is the Goddess who has created the Che-Ju Island. She
is the Giant Goddess of the Creation of practical topography of the Che-Ju
Island, such as Hal-la mountain, O-rums(kind of parastic volcanos), islands and
curious rocks, and had been a object of popular belief. But, today, the narrative
about her has lost the holiness of mythology, has been handed down as a
regional legend. In addition, the handing down of the narrative consists of
simple episodes, and simple and short. The episodes has been recreated region
by region, and so there are no stories that have relation of them.

For those features of narrative itself, it has been studied only general features

of narrative, like as meaning as mythology, the process of being legend and

narrative about the Giant, and there has not been studied about the narrative
itself about Seol-Mun-Dae Halmang. Therefore, this paper will search the
meaning and the value of transmission as regional legend, and aims to the
substantial study of the narrative itself about Seol-Mun-Dae Halmang. For those
purposes, this paper examines the appearance of regional transmission and its
meaning of each episodes, and also considers the appearance of regional
variation, which is being done in these days, and modification to literature.

This paper has classified each episode by its story. The principles of
classification are as following.

If the cause of transmission of the narrative is the Goddess action, it is been

classified as action story, else it is simple evidence, then is been classified
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evidence story. Each classified story is also more classified to 10 sub stories,
such as the creation of topography, sleeping with stretched out her legs, going
across island by one trace, washing clothes, hunting and fishing, building the
bridge to land, self-praise of her height and her death, Jok-Duri stone, rice
kettle, and lamp pole stone.

The meaning of transmission of each classified stories, and the value are also
been studied, considered history, geography, weather and community of the
Che-Ju Island. By the study, among the 10 sub stories, building the bridge to
land story has been identified as a typical transmission type. In positive case,
it is said that as the Goddess had not built the bridge to the land, Che-Ju
Island has been guarded from disaster. But, in negative case, for her arrogance,
she had died of being fallen into the lake in mountaintop shallower than her
height.

The following stories, such as the creation of topography, self-praise of her
height and her death, rice kettle, and lamp pole stone story, are appeared as
changed in handed down regions. In that variation, the Goddess is changed as
the God, the Sun and the General, and so the non realistic giant woman is
replaced as popular hero who has substantial power, or she becomes as the

mother in 500 generals narrative. In that narrative, she made her 500 sons to

500 generals in totemism or 500 disciples of Buddha, so she has survived to
the Mountain God in totem or mediums of Buddhism.

The typical case of literary variation is the traditional korean tale for children.
For the feature of traditional tale itself, the writer rewrites the narrative with
his or her recognition and imagination. But, also in the traditional tale, the
relation of building the bridge to land and self-praise of her height and her
death is identified.So, it is recognized that Seol-Mun-Dae Halmang,¢the Goddess,
has been handed down as complex concept to the Che-Ju islanders. She has
two faces of being guardian and producer of topographical hindrance. And
Che-Ju islanders , who has not necessarily considered the Goddess as guardian

only, trace of historical and geographical life with God is also verified.
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