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ABSTRACT

The Dephonologization of ‘-’ and

The Differentiation of Korean Dialect

Ji-Eun Lee
Advisor : Prof. Hui-Suk Kang(ph. D)
Major in Korean Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Vowel, ‘-, had been one of important letter among 28 letters in 15th century
when the Korean Alphabet, Hangul, had been originated. However, ‘-~ began (o
lose 1its function as phoneme by 18th century. Now a days it's trace can be
found onlv in Jeju dialect it has been alternated in standard language.

Till now, there were a great number of studies about the phonetic value, the
time, the reasons and the phases for vanishing. But, most of the studv was
limited in Jungbu dialect. And also, there was _important weakness in those
studies as following : there are considerable differences between the aspect of
the alternation and the transformation of the dialect that has ‘-’ in the middle
ages literatures and that of the standard language.

Therefore, we can’t help having interest in many facts connected with ‘-’
and taking a great interest in the aspect of transformation of ‘-’ in modern
dialect.

In this study, the phases of the historical changes of the dialect that had ‘-’

was studied and the difference was compared with that of standard language.
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And also, what kind of characters the modern dialect had was examined, after

going through many historical changes and where they distributed.

Vowel ‘-’ has become extinct completely, passing two distinguishable
gradations: ‘- joined each different vowel in initial and non-initial syllables.
Especially, ‘-’ joined ‘—’ in non-initial syllable. When we put some marks

showed in the literatures and the testimonies of many contemporary scholars
together, we can draw a deduction that it was about middle 18 century when
‘- has vanished absoclutely in the vowel system after going through the second
stage: ‘- >}’

Undoubtedly, various change of ‘-’ are showed, above and beyond these two
changes. We can discover some phonological facts, examining the historical
change of the ‘-’ appeared in other dialects.

First, -’ change into ‘L’. It is round-vowelization with a labial and
assimilation with a contiguity vowel ‘L’

We can find out that ‘:’ change into ‘- extensively. Namely, in the
southern inland area as well as the coastal part, and in the great northern part,
this phenomenon is showed. Therefore, it is certain that this round-vowelization
i1s the important change that happened throughout the country. Of course,
Chonnam, Gyungnam and the inland area of Hambuk is the center of this
change. However, we can find out that this change occurred in the inland area
of Gyungbuk, Pyungando, Hamguyngdo, Hwanghaedo , exercising its great
influence.

Besides, ‘-’ change into ‘- when it is next to the vowel ‘1", It is explained

assimilation of a vowel. It only have an effect on Pyungando, Jeju dialect.

Next, ‘-’ trasformated ‘1’, showing signs of decadence, after the latter half
of 18century. In some vocabulary, ‘-’ adhered to its position, without affecting
the change, ‘- >} Finally, ‘- " would be transferred to ‘1’ that adjacent to



that. This means that ‘1’ was back-vowelizated. This phonological phenomenon
is usually showed in the dialect of the Chungchongdo and partly appeared a
northern part of Chonlado, Gyungnam and Pyungando. Also ‘-’ coexists with

’

‘47 in Jeju dialect in non-initial. Therefore it could be told ‘- ' changde into
‘41’ in mordern Jeju dialect in non-initial.

Third, ‘-’ trasformated ‘}’°, in non-initial. In 16th century on Korean history,
the change, ‘- >— didn’t extend to a dialect. After it took part in the second
stage on the modern. This phonological phenomenon is usually showed in the
dialect of the Gyungsangdo, Chonlado in other words, southern area.

Fourth, ‘-’ of a transitional phonological phenomenon in initial syllables are
‘%" and ‘a22vl’. These changed differently with the second stage change: “« > |
Exactly, it is significant that the first change in initial syllables ‘- . But these
two words admit of no exceptions on the Hamgyungdo dialect, an isolating

language.
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