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Abstract

Accomplishments of and challenges for studies on
Jeju’s shamanism and shamanic songs

Kang, So—Jeon*

This paper summarizes the accomplishments and challenges of 60
years of studies since the liberation of Korea from Japan, on
shamanic songs and shamanism in Jeju. It first analyzes research on
shamanic songs, then on shamanism. In each field, the results of the
scholars who have shown continued academic interest are
diachronically summarized.

The research results on shamanic songs and shamanism in Jeju
began to appear in earnest from the 1960s. Such pioneers as Jin
Seonggi, Jang Joogeun, and Hyun Yongjoon have taken the lead. In
particular, Hyun Yongjoon has accomplished a great deal in terms of
the scope of his study, encompassing both shamanic songs and
shamanism itself. The academic findings of his successive scholars
including Moon Moobyung, Kim Heonseon and Kang Jeongsik are
also noteworthy. Research on shamanic songs and shamanism in Jeju
has led the Jejuhak, or academic studies on Jeju.

There still remain challenges for studies on shamanic songs and
shamanism. It is necessary to apply research by genres and types
to shamanic songs. In the case of shamanism, an interest is

required in various forms of ritual, shamans, believers in shamanism,

* Jeju National University
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shamanic music, and shamanic tools. A comprehensive approach is
needed to see the true nature of shamanic songs and shamanism.
Since shamanic songs and shamanism are closely related, certain
procedures to confirm their relationship are to be taken. Through
comparative studies, we need to identify their universality and
specificity, and move on to the next step to establish general
principles and theories. Publication is imperative for research
materials that are highly recognized for their outstanding academic
value. Training the next generation of researchers is also a big

challenge to remain.

Keywords : Jeju—do, Shamanic songs, Shamanism, Jejuhak
(Academic studies on Jeju), Hyun Yongjoon
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