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Abstract

“Tamna Sea” and Tamna Abalone :
A Perspective of “Ocepolitics”

Chun, Kyung—Soo*

The word of Jejudo does literally and semantically mean an island
belong to the Korean peninsula. It was coined by Koreans when the
1sland was occupied at AD1105 by Koryo dynasty and lost her
sovereignty and became a colony of Koryo. The word of Jejudo
therefore means a colony. I dare to declare that the nature of this
island should be viewed as an island surrounded by sea not as a
part of colony belong to the peninsula. From the history around this
island, Tamna which is a legacy of the old and independent state
must be considered as a unique island in terms of identity. The
uniqueness of this island can be captured by a part of historical
document like Nihon—Shoki and remnant in Japan. One never forget
the fact that a myth on this island tells us a mythical connection
with Japan as three ladies sailed from Japan became wives of
gentlemen in this island. Historical and mythological connection
between Tamna and Japan .

Now we have a very unique historical document called as
Mokkan(wooden slip Af#) inscribed “Tamna Abalone” (FhiEfi)
excavated in 1963 at Fujiwara palace in Nara city, Japan. The

wooden tablet carries an interesting information of Tamna Abalone

*Professor Emeritus, Seoul National University
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offered from Awanokuni(Chiba Prefecture at present) to the palace
in AD745. How it comes to Japan? I am sure that there is no doubt
to designate a trade between Tamna and Japan the trade route
transported a bunch of abalone from Tamna. There wasn't even a
single case of this from Korean peninsula. Trade through sea tells
somehow us the nature and identity of Tamna state and the sea
transporting Tamna Abalone means something to the East Asian
History. I like to call the sea as Tamna Sea because of Tamna
Abalone in history. Lost history of Tamna state should be recovered
with this matter of sea trade with Japan.

Since the early 13thcentury, the word of Tamna Abalonein
Japanese history disappeared. I like to challenge to explain this
phenomenon by means of sudden environmental change of the island.

The island was developed for the military ranch for raising horses
by Koryo government as well as Mongol invasion to Koryo. The
virgin forest of the island was cut down and transformed into the
wide grassland. The next stage of ecological transformation was
automatically occurred in the land of the island. The virgin forest
would theoretically carry relatively quantity of water for the
aggregate of the soil while the grass land should be functionally
less active for incubating large amount of water. At presen ttime,
there are several rivers and creeks with nearly no running water in
this island. This must be the result of complete logging the virgin
forest of the island. Mountain—river—sea route must be the channel
for nurturing the sea because organic nutrients from the land and
mountain following through the river to the sea. Disappearing the
virgin forest in the island for the military ranch resulted into

malnutrition of the sea. This causes ex termination of the Tamna
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Abalone in the island. Sea—centered perspective will save this
island. I like to suggest another word for this perspective as

Oceopolitics instead of Geopolitics from now on.

Keywords : Tamna Abalone, Mountain—River—Sea, Oceopolitics, soil

ecosystem, recovering the virgin forest
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