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Abstract

Research and Evaluation on the Happiness Index of the Jeju
Special Self-Governing Province

Kang, Chang-Min

Key Words: Jeju Special Self-Governing Province, Happiness Index,

Subjective Assessment, Objective Assessment

The purpose of this study is to analyze the factors that make Jeju
people feel happy and reinforce the competitiveness of the Jeju Special
Self-Governing Province in this area through the research and evaluation
of the happiness index of the province. Through the analysis of the
preceding research on happiness index, fourteen indexes were selected,
which was reclassified as six areas (personal, socio-relational, educational
-cultural, living, environmental, participatory and safe) and thirteen
detailed indicators. As for analysis method, both subjective and objective
assessment were introduced: the former is made by conducting an AHP
survey of twenty five experts of the Jeju Special Self-Governing Province
and the latter is made by evaluating the happiness level of the Jeju

province through the local statistics of seventeen provinces and cities.

First, the subjective evaluation reveals that there exists a comparative
priority among the happiness indexes, which are as follows: diffusion
ratio of house (.099)— unemployment rate (.091)— crime rate (.081)—
nationwide turnout of voters(.078)— suicide rate (.064)—average life
expectancy (.062)—traffic accident rate (.054)— activity rate (.050)— the
proportion of people aged 65 and older (.042)—the number of students



Abstract

per 1 teacher(primary school)(.041)—forest area(.041)—diffusion ratio of
water supply and sewerage (.039)—the number of kindergartens per one
kid under age 7(.038)—local taxes per head(.037)—festival participation per
one fire-fighting officer(034)— the number of population per one
fire-fighting  officer(.032)—crude divorce rate(.031)— the number of
students per 1 teacher (middle and high school) (.030)—fire rate(.030)—
city park area(.014)—the number of designated registered cultural
properties(.012).

Second, the objective evaluation of the selected happiness indexes
showed that the province ranked third on the list of cities and provinces
in general. It ranked higher in the area of educational-cultural happiness
and safety, while it ranked lower in the area of personal and
participatory happiness. In particular, its happiness level recorded higher
in terms of the low employment rate in the area of social happiness, and
the number of kindergartens per one kid under age 7 in the area of
educational-cultural happiness. The happiness level in the other areas
turned out to be average in general. The province ranked top in terms of
the crime rate of safety index by recording the highest in the nation,

urging it to take a crime preventive effort afterwards.

Finally, following suggestions are derived in terms of policy-making:
First, the province needs to set a policy direction based on the happiness
index evaluation results. Second, continuous efforts and studies are
required to improve the happiness level of Jeju. Third, the awareness of
happiness needs to be expanded among the residents of Jeju province.
Fourth, the provincial government should express a strong will and make
diverse suggestions about this matter. Fifth, the residents’ participatory
happiness index has to be developed. Sixth, the connection between the

happiness level and policy needs to be increased. Seventh, the



representative statistics of the provincial government should be changed
to the statistics of the happiness index. Eight, the province needs to set
the goal of happiness policy as ‘Building Jeju where residents feel happy

and communities grow to be happy.’
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