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Abstract

Possibility of 'Queer’ politics

- Focused on Jeju case

Bae, Jin hee,
Department of Sociology
Graduate School

Jeju National University

This study focuses on the interest of 'Queer’ which is spreading all over
the world and the consequent changes in society. The number of the
countries allowing same-sex marriage as well as of the countries legalizing
homosexual are increasing. Many people are coming out regardless of their
social positions and localities. Furthermore the social movements centering on
‘queers’ are growing. One of them is the Queer Culture Festival, which has
continued to play a significant role in terms of the scale and scope of the
Queer people’s friendship and recognition.

Beginning with the ’Stonewall’ which has been a symbolic event since
happening as a resistance to the anti-homosexual forces in 1969, the Queer
Culture Festivals have taken place around the world every June in
commemoration of the day. Korea is no exception. The first Queer Culture
Festival in Korea was the "Queer Culture Festival Rainbow 2000” held in
Seoul in 2000. In 2009, the Queer Culture Festival was held in Daegu. In
2018, the Seoul Queer Culture Festival has reached 19th and the Daegu Queer
Culture Festival has reached 10th.

Queer culture festivals expanded rapidly over the years. In 2017, the Queer

Culture Festival was held for the first time in Jeonju, Jeju and Busan. Also it
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was held for the first time in Incheon and Gwangju in 2018. In 2019, the
Queer Culture Festival will be held in Cheongju. Recently the books and
academic papers on 'queer’ also has continued to increase.

In the 19" presidential election campaign, the issue of the sexual minority
had been a difficult question to the candidates of the main political parties.
After the on—-TV debate, several candidates had to additionally explain what
they said about homo-sexual. It might be argued that sexual minority
question 1s a criterion to judge the degree of democracy in relations to
human rights.

Sexual minority movement is a kind of identity politics, which endeavor to
construct the same identity. There is a danger that identity politics fail to
build an united movement. If failing to build social solidarity, it is almost
impossible to achieve what diverse minorities movements aspire. Without the
solidarity, they cannot overcome political maneuvering and the public’s
neglect. In this sense, identity politics should include social justice and equal
human rights, and then intermingle one another.

Today, queer theory paid attention to diverse fields of the social
movements. Those who resist state violence including suppressing sexual
minorities, and those who struggle against a tiny small elite monopolizing
resources and information and so on, could be signified as diverse moments
of queer movement. Queer politics might be symbolized as a broad church of
movements resisting repressive power over the ‘Queer as well as resistant
actions to sexual subordination

The Jeju Queer Cultural Festival has strived to involve various social
movements within the ‘queer’ Along with the sexual minority in Jeju Island,
Jeju residents themselves could be called ‘queer’ in that they have suffered
from the state violence for a long time. The subordinate position of Jeju
Island in Korea was compared with that of the sexual minority. There are

common ground. In terms of campaign, the Festival employed traditional
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cultures and customs as a way of communicating with local people.

The members of Organizing Committee of Jeju Queer Culture Festival were
elected as the candidates of provincial governor and proportional
representatives of the Jeju Green Party in local election in 2018. Each of them
set up themselves as an representative of youth politics, women politics, and
queer politics. All of them spoke loudly 'Queer Jeju’, which meant a
solidarity of Jeju people and diverse minority movements.

The Jeju Green Party failed to win governor and proportional representative,
but gained significant votes. In addition, all together the progressive political
parties that participated in the queer movement in Jeju showed the highest
percentage of votes among the 17 regional municipalities across the country.
The progressive parties including the Green Party did not regard queer issues
as confined to the cultural realm. Because it was seen as a problem of
human rights and rights, they supported Jeju Queer Culture Festival and
Queer politics of the Green Party.

The queer movement of Jeju Island actively used the theoretical meaning of
queer. It has argued the need of fundamental change, but simultaneously has
tried to form consensus with the local people. Th support for sexual
minorities and the progressive political parties is demonstrating the possibility

of 'queer politics’ in Jeju Island.

Keywords: Identity politics, Queer movement, Queer Culture Festival,

Recognition Struggle, Jeju Island, Jeju Queer Culture Festival, Jeju

Green Party, Solidarity.
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