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A Study on the Folksongs of Jejudo and Okinawa

Mirip Yang

Interdisciplinary Program of Asian Culture
Graduate School Chonnam National University

(Supervised by Professor Inju Pyo)

(Abstract)

The folksongs of Jejudo and Okinawa were classified with work songs,
songs of warning society, and love songs. Work songs are divided with
agricultural songs, fishery songs and crafting songs. Mainly, Jeju's
grinding songs are conspicuous in agricultural one and Hanye—Norae in
fishery one. There are characterized by voice of womenkind, and various
expression of emotion along to daily life. As same reason, I picked up
referece group of songs of warning and love songs in work songs.

Work songs of Okinawa mostly praise their community and their
members and celebrate their harvest in advance. Unlike Jeju, they have
plenty of lyrics of rice-farming. However, this quality could be
discovered in other work songs too. The very unique properties of
Okinawa’s work song is they sang plural tasks which may be conducted
in different places in a singular song.

Both warning songs shares several messages, such as adequate words

and deeds. But in case of Jeju is more focused on oneself than the
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group, so they tend to defensive with relationship close to themselves.
On the other hand, Okinawa people have emphasized “us” and
relationship—oriented.

Patterns of love songs of both of them are nearly similar, yet a couple
of patterns make difference between them. Overall, work songs are in a
dominant position in folksongs of Jeju and so love songs do in Okinawa

because of Mo—asobi.
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