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Abstract

The Poetic Literature of Mae-gae Lee, Han-woo
Kim, Sae-mi-o

Korean Language Education Major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Sang-jo

The purpose of this study is to explain the poetic world of Mae-gae Lee,
Han-woo born in Sin-Chon, Cheju do.

In the first chapter, I established the text of TAn Anthology of Mae-gaey
and explained the structure of the anthology.

In the second chapter, I studied the life of Mae-gae and the social
background of those days. There were abruptly internal and external changes
at the reign of Soonjo, Hunjong, and Chuljong when Mae-gae lived, and at the
same time the Confucianism centered ideas also changed. However, Mae-gae
was raised in the mood of Confucianism and such a family custom could make
him to study. In especially, his study became more firmly since he had met
Choo-sa, and he passed the local public officials examinations, several times
and then he challenged the national public officials examination. But finally he
failed and went back to Che—ju do. Since he had returned, he reflected his life,
improving himself, and recovered his own self.

In the third chapter, I studied the poetic world of Mae-gae by dividing 4
paragraphs, based on the content of the second chapter.

In the first paragraph, 'the fail to the national public officials examination
and the conflicts’, I studied the poetry showed the challenge to the examination
and the conflicts due to the failure. I inquired into the process from applying

for the examination to realize his own will, failing, to returning to Che-ju.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 1999.
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In the second paragraph, ’'the perception of the heaven's will and the
conversion to the nature’, I looked into the state of Mae-gae failed to the
examination and returned to Che-ju. To him, the heaven’s will was the moral
obligations to get over the depressed emotion, his failure in the examination,
but that was shifted to the direction of conquering the trials gradually and
finding his own self in the nature. Also, I looked into the poetry showed that
he recovered balance with conversing to the nature.

In the third paragraph, 'the will for improving himself and transcendence of
the world’, 1 studied the process of his conquest of the conflicts. When he
came back to Che—ju, he suffered from the anguish and regret for the
examination. Attributing everything to the heaven’s will and conversing to the
nature, however, he recovered his own self. His conquest of the conflicts was
began by the reading. I studied that he got over the trials by the rational way
of the reading, not just an emotional conquest, and looked into the poetry in
that he dismissed the futile desire in the world and recovered his own self.

In the last fourth paragraph, 'the composition in the verse of the nature of
Che-ju’, I studied the history of the poetry, the motive of the creation, and the
affective relationship around the poetry of the ten landscapes in Che-ju
composed by several classical scholars including Mae-gae, which was thought
as the works of Mae-gae in his later years.

I could recognized that the poetry of Mae-gae became different in character
at the point of time when he failed to the national public officials examination.
The first paragraph was the conflicting cares of the failure in the examination,
and the second and the third paragraphs were the aspect of the conquest of
these conflicts. The last fourth paragraph was the interesting in the nature of
Che-ju, and I could understand as the same context, since it was his affection

for the circumstances.
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