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Summary

A Study on The Exile-Perild Chinee
Poetry of Cheong-on

by Ko Chung-woo

The middle Yi-Dynasity was the age that saw the height of party
strife. The party split into Dae Buk and so Buk following the Hideyoshi
[nvasion of Korea in 1592, thereby motivating “Buk in” (literally North
People) to entrone Kwang Hae Gun, which in turn brought about a social
and political disorder. During the chaotic and strife-torn period,
illustrious officials either rose to the power or suffered an unlucky exile,
given by their lord’'s hatred or betrayal. Furthermore such exiles were
usually towlsard far-off, rarely trodden places, such as islands.

Qualified now as one of five cheju Sages, Cheong-on(pennamed Dong
Kae) was a politician and shcolar from the second year, 1568, of King
Sunjo's enthronement, tc 1641(the 19th of Injo's period). For his
arguments against the unjust execution of a prince, Yeong Chang,
Cheong-on was ordered one-decade isolation in Dae Jung Hyum, Chuju,
Enamining his 60 exile-period chinese poems, this study is to survey his
literary qulity and to assess his position in the history of Korean liter-

ature. This paper can be summarizeed as follows :
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1) Exile literature is defined as an emotional transmission of direct
experiences gained when an accused man was en-route to his place
of exile, as well as in his isolated life; it can be otherwise
understood as that of the spiritual conditions faching such life.

2) Cheong-on, as a sufferer, accpted the current ideas of that time
as true, and willingly rode on them. In this respect, he was the
prototype of Yi-dynasity scholars who had a bruning sense of
“loyalty and patriotism”. That his single-mindeedness towared the
King was revealed in the forms of ‘the 7 strars fo kthe Big Dipper’,
‘a wild goose’, ‘raining’, ‘frost’, etc., may be atrributed to his
classical world-view.

3) Very capable in both litetrature and politics, Cheong-on, in most of
his lines, tried to express himself with ‘self-grievane’ and ‘self-pity.
‘He took fhis materials from nature, such as the moon, the 7 stars
of the Big Dipper, a cricket and so fforth, and they are all

manifestions of his ‘self-greivance’ over his frailty in this

unfortunate life of exile.

4) Through composition of poetry, Cheong-on tried to overcome his
ever-emerging feelings in this relation to leave-taking, bitter greif
and sense of pity. In this point he was a tragic poet who, by his
actual experienen, made a short distance between nature and life.

5) During his exile Cheong-on huwrried to be rid of self-grievance and
self-pity, and made himself free of the sophistifated world, retiring
to nature and its tranquility. There, he not only showed something
of an unwordly man by living an easy retriement in Baek Lok(a pool
on the top of Mt. Halla) but also repressented natural life with allu-
sion to rivers and lakes in his poetry. Despite the dreary and chilly

loneliness and the gloomy reality that he felt in his ironic elegance,
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he elevated his life to that of an unworldly man, entrossed in na-
ture. Here lies his imporiance as a literary man.

6) Cheong-on's exile-perild poetry reminds one of the poetic atmo-
sphere of the Fu and Ch'u Yaan. This emotional communion beyond
time and space results from their similar surroundings. In this
chapter. 1 categroized Cheong-on’s sympythy for the Confucianism
and private life of Ch'u Tz'u, including his viewpoing on history.

7) The status Cheong-on occupies in the hitory of Korean literature
lies in his realization of the tasted fo one Chinese country, Song
and of moral philosophy as well. In his works, he displayed and
intellectual view of life and used his confuncian gentility as an
embodiment of truth. The remaining collection of his poems must be
studied, in order to understand hi sideas and the overall scope of
his literary world. a better understanding of what Cheong-on felt
during his exile life, I think could be achieved by comparing his
exile-period Chinese poetry with that of Tu Fu. This will remain as

the topic of further critique.



