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In Search of History Education on ‘Historical Closed Areas’
- Focused on ‘Relationalistic Interpretation’ of Je-ju 4 - 3 Incident -

Kwac, Byeong Hyeon(Baengnok Elementary school)
Choi, Yong Kyu(Korea National University of Education)

This study points out that current history education tends to be doctrinistic,
that it serves only the old-school ideology. It offers relationalism as a solution to
this problem,

First, the concept and characteristics of ‘relationalistic interpretation of
history’ , and its implication on the problems of current history education
methodologies is as follows, From analysis of curriculum sociology, it can be
seen that current history education is too doctrinistic, that it doesn' t offer enough
room for discourse and interpretation, and that it suffers from oppression by
ideology of the hegemony, In this light, the teacher and student of history should
become owners of their own education and expose the standardized bias of the
hegemonic ideology. In addition, history should be looked at from a variety of
viewpoints, and it should become a dialectic one, with an eye toward the best
interpretation of history in accordance with the values of the coming generation
through totalitét

Second Hunt, Metcalf, and Giroux assert that problems of societies and
curriculum with seinsgebundenheit must be exposed, be opened up for
discourse, and looked at from various angles for critical examination, They also

stress reflective thinking and dialectics, which are processes of continuous
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correction and supplementation with the presumption that there is no absolute
truth, thereby finding solutions generally in line with what the times require. In
this light, the teaching of history using ‘relationalistic interpretation of history
exposes the current interpretation, which contains the bias of the hegemonic
ideology, to discourse and allows the students to find their best interpretation of
history, In addition, we can define ‘historical closed areas for the education of
history using ‘relationalistic interpretation of history’ as “history in the curriculum
and textbook that is bound to the hegemonic ideology and is standardized to
serve that ideology, or history that has been biased, distorted, or concealed
because it has been found to be inappropriate or disserving of the ideology.”
Lastly, the Je-u 4 - 3 Incident was chosen as a ‘historical closed area’ and
were taught in real school using ‘relationalistic interpretation of history’ . The
students were instructed to look at the incident from a variety of viewpoints and
find the biases and justification of their interpretations. In other words, they were
taught to examine the incident critically and consider the limitations of their
interpretations so that they can arrive at a satisfactory interpretation of their own,
As can be seen from this study, history education needs to take a direction
that overcomes a singular interpretation of history that contains biases of the
hegemonic ideology. In this context, teachers of history should be careful not to
cram into the students the interpretation of textbooks or those of their own,
Instead, they should encourage the students to become the owners of their own

education and allow them to interpret and reorganize history for themselves,

Key words: historical closed areas, relationalistic interpretation, closed

areas, relationalism
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