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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to verify the feasibility of Jeju Myth festivals
as a way of forming regional identity of Jeju.

In Jeju, myths were handed down mainly in the form of shamanism. So the
shaman ritual became the scene of the festival to pass on myths. The
Kingdom of Tamra was conquered by Goryeo and under the rule of
Confucian State of Joseon. During that time, shamanism was strongly
oppressed but survived. After industrialization and lifestyle changes, the
proportion of shaman rites naturally decreased. But the myth of Jeju still has
an impact on the lives of local people.

Recently, it has been reborn as a diverse cultural content. And it has
become a story legacy that attracts attention in other parts of the country
beyond Jeju-do. For this reason, Jeju myth is one of various factors forming
identity, and it is still considered important in regional identity discourse.

The discourse of regional identity 1s more necessary as the sense of crisis
about identity increases. Jeju Island, the only special self-governing province
and the best tourist destination in Republic of Korea, has experienced many
changes in nature and human environment. It's because of openness of the
region itself and the rapid increase of migrants since 2010. This situation in
Jeju Island has increased the sense of identity crisis, and efforts have been
made to establish regional identity in various fields.

This study suggests that 'Jeju Myth Festival’ can be a solution in terms
of regional identity formation considering the current situation in Jeju—-do. Jeju
myth is well-preserved in its prototype and is reproduced in various cultural
contents. Therefore, it became a symbol of local area which native people and
migrants can share.

Myth i1s a familiar story heritage to everyone. Moreover, festival allows
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people to participate in directly, and it raises community awareness in a
positive way. In other words, the universality and specificity of myths can
have a positive effect on the consciousness of the member through festivals,
which are culture-sharing methods with a high degree of openness.

In this study, I analyzed the festivals currently being held to suggest that
the Jeju myth festival would be the foundation of regional identity formation.
To let the festivals take part in forming regional identity, the identity of the
festival itself must be established properly. To confirm this, I examined the
Jeju myth festivals in Jeju area. After that, the <Seolmundae Halmang
Festival>, <Songdang Mabulrimje>, <Onpyeong Honinji Festival> were
finally selected as research objects.

The reasons why these three festivals were selected for the study can be
summarized as follows.

First, they have been held for more than three years as of 2018, and it is
certain that it will be held in 2019 as-confirmed by the organizers. Therefore
their continuity is ensured.

Second, they affect the whole area of Jeju—do.

And finally, they are representative mythical festivals which are creation
myth, myth of nation building and shamanism.

The criteria for analyzing the identity of the festival includes the
subjecthood of the local people, the authenticity of the programs and places in
the festival. After examining the contents and situation of the research
objects, the degree of subjecthood and authenticity was classified into three
sections: good, average, and bad.

As a result of investigating the progress and situation of the festivals for
the last three years, it was confirmed that Jeju myth festivals have a few
problems respectively. Nevertheless, it came to the conclusion that it is
possible for local members to form a consensus through myth festivals and

to form identity based on them.
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In order to achieve that possibility, we should get out of the short-term
perspective to evaluate the festivals. Even if it takes time, it is necessary for
the local people to think about the problems and the situations, to discuss
and to improve it together. After such effort and progress, Jeju myth will be
able to breathe properly in the festivals. And it will be able to fully share its

value and meaning as a precious cultural heritage.

Keywords : regional identity, Jeju Myth Festival, subjecthood, authenticity
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