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A Study on the Collection Policy of 4 - 3 incident in Jeju

Cho Yu-Jung

Major of Records and Archival Information Management

Graduate School of Records, Archives & Information Science, Myongji

University

Directed by Professor Lee, Seung Hwi

The purpose of this study is to identify the current record management status
and problems in the Jeju 4 -3 archives and to present more systematic collection
policies as one of the solutions. Since the records of the 4 -3 incident have been
buried for the past 50 years and have finally begun to see the light, it is difficult to
introduce general record management policies as they have many special problems.
First, the awareness and public opinion of the 4 -3 was distorted during the long
period of repression. This is not only true for 4 - 3 but also for many of the records
that occurred during the authoritarian regime. Second, the records of the 4 -3 were
distorted by various channels from various groups. Third, the distorted perception of
the 4-3 by the U.S. military administration was confirmed through the U.S.
government’s interview with relevant people and data related to the 4 - 3. Fourth,
oral records usually have a disadvantage of being unreliable, but ironically, oral
records are more reliable than other documents in 4 -3 incident records. In this
study, we studied the policy of collecting records of 4 -3 presenting four collection

methods based on the above four characteristics.

Keyword

4 - 3 incident in Jeju, Oral record, Distorted record, Record collection policy, Testimony, 4 - 3
archive, 4 - 3
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