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Abstract

Jeju 4.3 Resistance and Social Activism of Jeju Buddhism

Han Geum-soon
(Lecturer, Jeju National Univ.)

Jeju Buddhism actively participated in Jeju 4.3 Resistance in cooperation
with Jeju civilians. It reflected that the Buddhist monks in Jeju were
aware of the societal issues and shared the interests of civic movements
at that time. In fact, social activism in Jeju thrived with the collective
aspiration of new autonomous nation—state in the Jeju 4.3 periods. After
Japanese colonialism was disassembled, these social movements were
developed in the response of the chaos from the political division of
whether to approve the trusteeship arrangement of Korea by United
States and Soviet Union. The boycott of 510 election in Jeju was the
representative case of social activism against establishing the single
government of South Korea. Jeju Buddhism also got alignment with
civiians and supported these activist movements of Jeju society.

We can confirm the activist attitude of Jeju Buddhism during Jeju 4.3
period, through the social activities of Buddhist monks in Jeju. Yi II-seon
was one of representative figure who actviely engaged in Democartic
National Front of Jeju-do. Furthermore, Yi Se-jin engaged in the
leadership of armed guerrilla for Jeju 4.3 Resistance. Jeju Buddhist Office
of Religious Affairs also supported the social activities in Jeju area.

However, Gwaneumsa was completely devastated by the fierce battle of
Jeju 4.3 Resistance, and it lost its central role of Jeju Buddhism. After all
the temple buildings was incinerated by scorched-earth operation, the site
of Gwaneumsa was appropriated as a military camp with guard posts and
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hilleting places. On that account, the religious activities of Gwaneumsa
was not possible. Futhermore, most Buddhist temples suffered from
similar damaging situation of Gwaneumsa.

Owing to the activist attitude of Buddhists in Jeju 4.3 Resitiance, Jeju
Buddhism has suffered from lots of casualties including the leading
figures of Buddhist community and the extensive damages of temple
properties. These aftereffects of Jeju 4.3 still remain ruinous for Jeju
Buddhism to restore.

Key words

Jeju 4.3 Resistance, Jeju Buddhism, Yi I-seon, Yi Se-jin, Gwaneumsa,
Battle at Gwaneumsa, scorched-earth operation, Burial Execution at sea,
Execution by shooting, Incineration.
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