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The Discourse Function

of Emotional Exclamations in the Jeju Dialect

Moon Soondeok

(Jeju Research Institute)

Kim Wonbo

(Jeju National University)

In the Korean grammar, it is common to classify exclamations as either an emotional or a wilful
exclamation. Since an exclamation is spontaneously spoken in the colloquial language, its meaning becomes
clear when it is dealt with from the perspective of the discourse meaning rather than the grammatical
meaning. Therefore, since the function of exclamations expressing emotion gets clearer in the utterance
situation, a discourse approach to their meaning can help us interpret the meaning of an emotional
exclamation more accurately. Therefore, this study has examined the discourse meanings of the emotional
exclamations in the Jeju dialect such as ‘ottagala(Q W7}l o for Q in the Jeju dialect)’, ‘mekkela(W] A2},
‘chomagara(Zu}7}2}l)’, and ‘me(H])’. The exclamation ‘Ottagala’ expressing emotions in the Jeju dialect
indicates the discourse meaning of scolding, blame, reproof, interruption or refusal of conversation, or denial
and the trailing speech decides one of these meanings. Jeju dialect emotional exclamations such as ‘mekkela’
and ‘mesikela(H| A] ZAlZP’ convey the discourse meaning of ‘strong denial, rejection, reproof, scolding,
criticism, dissatisfaction and assertiveness’. The exclamation ‘chomagala’ in the Jeju dialect shows the discourse
meaning of a speaker’s strong denial, rejection, reproof and determination. The Jeju dialect emotional
expression ‘me’ has the discourse meaning of strong denial and demand rejection. Therefore, the emotional
expressions ‘Ottagala’, ‘mekkela’, ‘chomagara’, and ‘me’ in the Jeju dialect are used to imply the discourse
meaning that condemns a listener’s words or actions in a speaker's position, especially when a speaker blames

or does not like a listener’s act.
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