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Abstract

The Reexamination of the Idea of “the Old Woman
of Solmundae” as the Goddess of Creation

Jeong, Jin—Hee"

It is a widely acknowledged idea that “the old woman of
Solmundae,” a female giant featured in folktales of Jeju Island,
indicates the goddess who created Jeju Island. A small number of
scholars, however, have presented counterarguments. This article
reflects upon the validity of the conventional understanding of “the
old woman of Solmundae” as the goddess of creation by reexamining
a number of materials that have been used to support such an
understanding. First, I argue that in the folktales that scholars have
been using to support that “the old woman of Solmundae” was
believed to separate heaven and earth and created Jeju Island, the
subject of separation and creation in those tales is in fact not “the
old woman of Solmundae” but different character. Second, scholars
argue that “the old woman of Solmundae” has been recognized as a
goddess since the Chosdn period by suggesting that the term
“sonma #oii’ mentioned in A Record of Drifting across the Sea &k
#(1771) by Chang Han—chol indicates “‘the old woman of
Solmundae.” T argue that such a suggestion is not verifiable. Third,
existing studies acknowledge the records of shamanistic rites

transcribed by Chang Chu—giin and Yi Soéng—jun as the evidence

* Ajou University
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supporting the idea that “the old woman of Solmundae” was
traditionally the object of ritual rite for the mountain spirits. My
examination of those two materials, however, reveals that they do
not specifically indicate “the old woman of Solmundae” as the object
of rite. I argue, in sum, that the conventional understanding that
“the old woman of Solmundae” is the goddess of creation is not
verified sufficiently by the remaining documents. That does not
mean that “‘the old woman of Solmundae” is not definitely the
goddess of creation. The records transcribed by a Japanese scholar,
Izumi Seich(U#%%—), can be used as supporting evidence for the idea
of “the old woman of Solmundae” as the goddess of creation. It also
indicates the possibility that “the old woman of Soélmundae” is not
an indigenous goddess of Jeju Island but a goddess of foreign origin.
of

Solmundae” as the goddess of creation calls for more investigation

This article suggests that the idea “the old woman of

from various perspectives.
Keywords : the old women of Solmmdae, folktales, Jeju Island, the goddess

of creation, the female giant, a goddess of foreign origin
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