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Jeju Island Appearing in 'Baebijangjun’

Kim Dong-yun*

With focus on the fact that, among novels written in the Korean
language during the Josun period, Baebijangjun is the only one whose
main setting is Jeju Island, this piece explores in detail what and how
it depicts. As a result, it gives a clear picture of Jeju Island: the
contemporary conception of Jeju Island, rough waterway conditions,
accounts of Jeju's beautiful scenary, the picture of Governor's visits,
the picture around Governor's office, the exploitation of officials from
the mainland, and Jeju people in dire situation. This study reveals that
in Baebijangjun, Jeju Island is not an abstract space. It secured reality
through a variety of situations, place names, and structures. Finally,
this study shows that also in the case of ancient novels, fresh and

original interpretation can be drawn by reading with regional eyes.

Key Words

"Baebijangjun,, Jeju Island, waterway, Governor’s visit, officials from
the main land, exploitation

* Assistant Professor, Department of Korean Language & Literature, Cheju
National University
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