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Bl ABSTRACT

The Aspects and Meaning of the Quest
for Female Identity in Shamanistic Myths

—Focusing on "Princess Bari,, "SeGyeong-Bonpuri,, "Chogong-Bonpuri, —
Lee, Yu-kyung

This thesis chose Korean representative shamanistic myths -"Princess
Bari,, "SeGyeong-Bonpuri,, "Chogong-Bonpuri,- to investigate how the heroine
respond to the “reality of women’ denying female identity, and how they search
for the identity as a daughter, a wife, and a mother. In "Princess Bari,,
Princess Bari, the heroine, showed her female identity as a daughter making
‘a road on her own’, while taking a journey to find the root of ‘herself’. In
'SeGyeong-Bonpuri,, Jacheongbi showed her female identity as a wife estab-
lishing equal husband and wife relationship by taking a journey to complete
love actively. In "Chogong-Bonpuri,, Jajimengwang-Ahgissi showed her identity
as a mother who suffered from hard childbirth and childrearing by herself and
made three sons as ancestral gods of shamanism, and consequently created a
maternal family,

The aspects of the quest for female identity in the shamanistic myths are
meaningful in the point that it was possible to look at insight provided by
women themselves regarding ‘life as a woman’. the heroine in the shamanistic
myths freed themselves from negative female identity in society and from
dependence on men, and discovered their identity as a daughter, a wife, and a
mother to make themselves newly. By overcome dualistic conflict between ‘life’
and ‘death’ in the journey of finding their identity, they were born as a being
to give a new life to their family. In addition, they became the salvation of
others. Their characteristics showed women’s various recognition on female
identity., And, it is meaningful that they can give good impact on the positive
and leading creation of female self-identity.

% Key-words : Shamanistic Myths, the Quest for Female Identity, "Princess
Bari,, "SeGyeong-Bonpuri;, "Chogong-Bonpuri,



