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<Abstract>

Ethical Grammar of Culture

Implied in Life of Food, Clothing, and Shelter of Jeju

Kang, Bong-Soo

The concept of ethical culture has three kinds of dimensions in which there
1s an ethical culture as a living culture, syntagmatic chain, and paradigmatic
set. From among these, this article explores the grammar of the culture of the
local people in Jeju. The grammar of culture is similar to the hardware of
culture, which is difficult to change even if there is any action. To figure out
the paradigm of Jeju's ethical culture, conditional factors-the roots of the
grammar of culture-should be examined extensively. They include natural and
geographical characteristics, linguistic characteristics, historical experience, basic
needs such as food, clothing, and shelter, relative structure, religion and faith,
and demographical characteristics. The author has investigated the ethical
grammar of culture in the shamanic mythology of Jeju, and reviewed the
ethical culture of filial piety by analyzing the institution of the family in Jeju.
Based on a hypothesis from existing research, this article explores locals’
ethical grammar of culture implied in life in terms of food, clothing, and
shelter. The paradigm of Jeju's ethical culture may be summarized under some
features including equality-oriented peculiarties, family-oriented peculiarties,
temporal life-oriented peculiarties, rationality—oriented peculiarties,
sympathy-oriented peculiarties, and mixture-oriented peculiarties. It has been
shown that these grammars of culture, which were examined from the
shamanic mythology of Jeju, are repeated both in the life of food, clothing, and
shelter and the institution of the family of the time when they were interwined

with the syntagmatic chain of a certain time.
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Key words : Ethical culture, grammar of culture, equality—oriented peculiarties,
family-oriented peculiarties, temporal life-oriented peculiarties,

rationality—oriented peculiarties, mixture—oriented peculiarties



