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Abstract

The Narrative Structure of the Shaman Epic <Jeseok Bonpuri>
and its literary meaning

Shin, Yeon—woo

I worked out with the structure of <Jeseok Bonpuri> and
showed the structure has a special meaning.

Usually the researchers pointed that <Jeseok Bonpuri>had 26 to
28 motifs. And my analysis of the structure showed that the myth
was composed of four small episodes, each of which was of syn-
tagmatic order of "introduction, development, turn and conclusion.”
In this case, that structure is repeated four times. It persuades us
repeatedly that; humans who are to have want and need try to set-
tle the problem, we could have some solutions but they are not the
way as we wish, and the god-giving solutions eventually bring
forth good results like giving birth to a baby, yielding a rich
harvest.

We can find the same structure in the King Tongmyung Myth
and the story of a Beauty of Jutong village in King Sangsan age,
Koguryo.

King Tongmyung Myth is a male-oriented narrative wrapped in
history. The Brauty of Jutong story is a women-oriented narrative
in the authentic history. <Jeseok Bonpuri> is a women-oriented
narrative by oral transition. The same-structured narrative shared
the history and oral poem, male—oriented and female-oriented story.

Until 5 century they did not produce the Tongmyung Myth of
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four subjects(Haemosu, Ruyhwa, Chumong and Yuri) in the <<QOld
Three Kingdom History>>, and the Beauty of Jutong story hap-
pened in 205 A.D. <Jeseok Bonpuri> is a kind of a naive folktale
with which people pray for products and yields through the image
of male-female union and birth of children. King Tongmyung Myth
1s a great mythology. The story of the Beauty of Jutong village lies
between them.

We can understand the aspect of the transition of the same nar-
rative structure. It may be related with the establishment of the
Great Kogyryo. By that period they began to worship the Supreme

god of heaven rather than the small gods of products of nature.

Key words : <Jeseok Bonpuri>, <King Tongmyung Myth>, <story of the Beauty

of Jutong village>, syntagmatic order, structure, history



