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A Comparative Study on Muyjo Myths of Jeju Island and Okinawa
Kim Heon-Seon(Kyonggi University)

This paper is a comparative study on Mujo (shaman ancestors) myths of Jeju
Island and Okinawa. There are two types of Mujo Myths, oral myths and songs.
Mujo myths passed on in songs are of great significance as oral folklore epics and
as oral materials for research. Among Mujo myths of Jeju Island and Okinawa,
this paper focuses on two oral epic narratives, Chogongbonpuri and Sagonggyeom,
and compares their contents, themes, and structures. Along with such comparisons,
the paper deals with how the myths were narrated with their ritualistic meanings.
In both Chogongbonpuri and Sagonggyeom, a story of typical heroic and martial
achievements commonly found in many nation founding myths or shamanistic
myths is told. Generally, the story goes like this. The hero’s mother gets pregnant
by an eccentric being and the hero is born. The hero grows up, demonstrates his
ability, searches for his father, the sun god, meets the sun god, receive his divine
vocation, comes down to earth, and, finally, becomes Mujosin (god of shaman
ancestors). Moreover, the two oral epics have the distinctive feature of shamanistic
hero. Both have the elements of a story about a hero experiencing hardships early
on as an orphan, going up to the heavenly world and being tested, and his mother
receiving divine vocation.

Chogongbonpuri and Sagonggyeom clearly have commonalities for being oral

epic narratives. In Chogongbonpuri, there are various official oral excerpts popularly
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told in shamanistic rituals of Jeju Island. Also in Sagonggyeom, a repetition of
official oral excerpts spoken in gut is found. However, as a long epic narrative,
Chogongbonpuri 1s composed of complex events and deployments told in stories
and songs while Suagonggyveom, as a short epic narrative, delivers condensed
stories.

Another commonality Chogongbonpuri and Sagonggyeom have is their main
function as shaman’s personal rite. Chogongbonpuri is sung during sin gut as
bonpuri which has an important function of inducting the shaman to shamanism.
The importance of Chogongbonpuri is revealed from the fact that it is performed
twice in simbangjip gut as anchogong and batchogong. Sagonggyeom is an
important mujo myth of Ominawa Shaman Yuta sung in Kantate Kannoshi
shamanistic rituals and in naerim gut or yutaseol .

This paper has its limitation in that it only examines the similarities of
Chogongbonpuri  and Sagonggyeom, oral epic narratives of shamans. It also lacks
a discussion on their differences of cultural tradition. Nevertheless, it is important
to identify the commonalities as an evidence to their long cultural exchange. Thus,

further discussion of cultural bases of these oral epic narratives is necessary.
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N B EBRIRIZ B0 2 AAAT G5O HLEHT 5%
SEE (58 1)

A RN B ER B DA S 7 LB TAZEThD, B SR L TR b T{A2k
RO TR b-TWEZED DD, RO T ASNSEAAMGEOERIL, DA Hl TR ERITTE
UCERZDVDELTOE ZIADTHE . ZO 5 LTIFEM &R HD BAHMED LT 1R TH
BNAKT N> EBIAH>E B 1, W0 BT —< RURE R LR 5007 T B
Thh,

ZEEBIT, MREDIED LEBTAT TS Il G E D% BET NS Ta-720% 1
BLTHZ, AR 7SO BEEMG SR BT THK AN RO THSL, FifED

- 137 -



folgsod T, M 10T

B B TRAI S, AT T E D8 BOE TR BT . Ml 5
Thhi IS T £% B T FUAMTHS . & Eclt, 3 BHMas , 2550, N
FLE LT AT B IR BEE B S COE A SN T T, I WEOIIRE T, K 212 E-Thl
Hrste DORLP R B HREITAZUIBN TS —HT5

AR TVERII RN B R L TR B S 2L T0b, <HAR T TEENSORME
FEIL TEH AN FAYEE A S A HEDITWS , <ERAHTH = 8 #0538 T (15 nif B
TED ., 20 O RN TITTRBIETHS , Ll <HAK7 VAL R flEFTHEDS F
DREERE P EHETHEL. S5 ELRTERRSND, <ERFHO REVRZFFTH). HUA 7R
H DT DDA ThBDH D Bl 25 ,

<H AT VEBRFE R AL TELERIER T ZUI BT~ #T5, <
TAKT AT ChbIADS . RED AT IL TR & B 725 K7 Thd . <FAKTY>
BT LS SR IS, 320 ST 7 80 TR — B B SLZ0 B W hhb , < B
HO I THIE BB THRONAZELD). LRGP RN TLH bILAT I LR i Th SR B
ETHBIEN YD

O LW RS TARRED e T D O E U i ThHS < AR ) > B 72150 i
RO o722 A2 h, anekbic, ME AU UAE fic D Wz@Bac DW TR i e -2 b 7
RThd, Lol R SRR OLr T FEN L Bb b B S £NZEE M T AN E
Thb, LIzhioT. ZZTHH TR -2 3088 O S VB B DN TR 7k 3 3% U T TA7259,

SR ELARSRBRAR EL  ELB
BREEGLD

AR E BB AR i o AR AR AT R RROREANRY, J5E
(B F KRR AR A R B EAIF T IME . ASCRABHNER) (FUARED FHREk
[y CEFAFE) P LR AR NS, RB TR D el A2 g,
DR A SR (A BIAR ZAR S O . PR PR R ] RO T s AT AR pi s LA R
100 SICE e 72 S U1 iy 2 1 A 35 SR 0N v/ 13O/ NI 1 = T2
NSEERIIRAGE , IR T o, R B2l B R Br e Epon A . B,

- 138 -



HEZ(EMNB) 2 FHFN el Tk RiAMes Hln AR I HF

IR A LRSS tHAM S IEEITEGL /NIR(E oI LTS T R E R i
[eind, DLRRHRER SR T oS T, By —2dt.

(EURAZED W CERSO (ERN R ERA T IO th A IR A, (R
AR HECFE TR ME AR SR I AR, (ERAR) HAtheh hl
RKOW R, ZRAEXEAM G e RA TR . HE, Ak
B B KRR, ARSI A R, T DO AR )7 2
B M LA ) BB, ERYR R T NI DR BE R

(FAAZE) LR SER TR BRI R . (FAKE) 15
T CHAET, BN A MR A . FAKEENELMIEL,
£ PR BN, X U RS (RS IETAEBE AR, AL
Y RAEL G o

ASCUARRE Eng L T T ARSI B R (FARS) 1 CE/RFE Aitsen
%, DEEHIRMOAE, MARRMRIT e HES AR SUL ST AT B A2
Uk, [RSCEE @RI . ASCH e RS, SRR X 2 R AR AT S
AT S BHY LRI FIE 2 [FIRISEELA, AT IR AR R H SULE 2 AL A
PR E/NN

- 139 -



KCI



