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The past, present and future of Gotjawal
-Questions and proposals about the existence of Gotjawal-

Jeong, Kwang-Joong?
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Abstract : This study summarizes the strategies for the future preservation and use of Jeju’s Gotjawal, which were
discussed in this study based on the awareness of realistic problems as follows. First, Gotjawal is a subject that
absolutely must be protected by Jeju residents, and preserved for its infinite future value as an asset as well as for
the future generations that will live in Jeju. Thus, Jeju residents need a high level of civic consciousness to
preserve Gotjawal. Second, there is a need to adopt a ‘starting from this moment’ strategy to preserve Gotjawal.
It is necessary to recognize that Gotjawal is undergoing a significant amount of destruction every year. Moreover,
the target areas for the preservation of Gotjawal at this point must be set as ‘Gotjawal around a village’ where the
residents live, or all of the ‘remaining Gotjawal.” Third, there must be a clear sense of purpose to well preserve
the natural elements and humanistic (cultural) elements that form Gotjawal, and to use them as efficiently as
possible in the future. One must not forget that the natural and humanistic elements of Gotjawal are ultimately the

natural and humanistic resources that give Gotjawal vitality. Fourth, a specific method to preserve and use
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Gotjawal might be to designate it as a national park or biosphere reserve, or to expand the scope of the current

Gotjawal Park. However, what is more important is to decide the optimum methods to preserve and use Gotjawal

for future generations based on its value and importance, with the consent of Jeju residents.

Key words : Gotjawal, Preservation and Use(of Jeju’s Gotjawal), Jeju Residents, Natural Resources, Humanistic
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