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ABSTRACT

The Inscription of ‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo' on the
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity,

and its Influence on Transmission

Cho, So Hyun
Dept. of Cultural Management
Major in UNESCO International Culture Management

Sungkyunkwan University

The main purpose of this research is to investigate the effects of the
inscription of ‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo on the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity (ICH), especially on its transmission. To safeguard and to ensure
the wviability of the ICH, the participation of community is necessary. However,
due to aging and the changes in industrial structures, the number of Jeju
Haenyeo i1s in great decrease every year. Therefore, it is essential to devise
proper strategies to foster next generation divers to ensure the sustainability of
the heritage.

By using secondary data analysis, this study analyzed current policies and
business areas regarding the heritage. In addition, qualitative data were collected

through unstructured interview with stakeholders, such as government officials,
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staffs of fishing village cooperations, and haenyeo community. The study shows
that the state government has made efforts to protect and promote the heritage
by enacting a local ordinance, increasing budgets, and promoting new
businesses. Meanwhile, the community assessed that the current policies remain
in financial support, and are not enough to develop the self-sustaining power of
the community itself.

The transmission of the culture of Jeju haenyeo is occuring at the two
haenyeo schools located in the Jeju area. However, the duration of the training
to become a professional diver is too short to learn all the traditional knowledge
that haenyeos have. Moreover, former divers perceives the new comers as a
competitor, and are refusing to accept them in their community. In addition,
even though the heritage is registered as the ‘National Intangible Cultural
Property No. 132, Haenyeo, the divers are not eligible for the support given to
the holders of the ICH under Korean law. Therefore, the measures taken in the
future need to improve the self-sustaining power of the haenyeo community in
order for them to transmit the culture by themselves, and create an evironment
where new haenyeo can be settled. This can be done by referring to the ‘Best
Safeguarding Practices’ acted by other countries and through understanding of
the culture more accurately.

This study definitively answers the question regarding the effect of the
UNESCO heritage system on the transmission of ‘Culture of Jeju Haenyeo.
Further studies through comparative research are needed to establish what
happens to an ICH after the inscription. Further comparison of the present
condition of other ICH in South Korea is needed. As well as an evaluation of

state obligation and implementation of ICH related policies, in South Korea and
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other countries.

Key Words : UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage, Culture of Jeju

Haenyeo, Women divers, Transmission, Viability
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