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ABSTRACT

Social meaning of protest songs on the truth finding
of April 3 Jeju uprising

Hyun Hyekyung
(Senior Staff Researcher, Center for Jeu Studies, Jeju Research Institute)

The Korean culture & art movement during the 1980s and 1990s was
a platform for discourse relating to the Korean democratization campaign.
At the same time, it provided a ground for the mobilization of human and
material resources. In the 2000s, researches on the Culture & art movement
relating to the 4+3 and 5-18 events were conducted. The role and meaning
of the Culture & art movement in the Korean democratization campaign could
be examined. Nonetheless, there has been a dearth of research on songs
relating to the 4-3 event because of difficulties for collecting data.

During the decade in which the Jeju 4-3 truth investigation campaign
was carried out, over 150 pieces of 4-3 related compositions were released.
Although they were important for a discourse medium for the truth-seeking
movement, their role has not been evaluated. Hence, the present study wished
1) to collect and organize 4-3 related pieces and 2) to analyze discourse
and social impact by illuminating the activities of the song movement in the
Jeju 4-3 truth investigation campaign. In particular, the status of non-
professional practitioners in the age group of 20~30 have cause an under-
estimation of their impact, compared with the impact of other discourse media.
Nonetheless, by creating song - singers' imaginative communities linking the
fast tragic April and the present April, discourse dissemination and the role
of deconstruction community (communitas) were stronger than those of other
media. Unlike other media, it also revealed the characteristics of forming
a hierarchy of multi layered discourse by using the languages necessary for
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major discourses such as rebellion and slaughter.

In conclusion, this study examined the role and social meaning of the song
movement through an analysis of singing movements at the time of the 4-3
truth investigation campaign. This study provides a basis for studying the
Korean culture & art movement relating to the 4-3 event.

Key Words : April 3 Jeju uprising, 4-3event, protest songs, Truth finding,
Culture and Art Movement, Discussion diffusion






