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<ABSTRACT)

A Study on the Acceptance of Female Myths

in Korean Children’s Fiction

Shinha Ha

Majored in Juvenile Literature
Graduate School of Education

Gongju National University of Education

The purposes of this study are to investigate the acceptance of female
mythical characters that appeared as motifs in modern Korean children’s
fictions created after 2000; to explore the significance of them; to serve
as an encouragement for possibilities of diversified re-creation based on
mythical heroines.

Myths from the East and the West contain archetypes of life
accumulated by humankind for many vyears. Origin myths are often
interpreted to create new connections with contemporary society and
culture. In Korean society, the popularities of Greek mythology have
perhaps led into the growth of Korean myths as a newly highlighted
genre and field of research.

Generally, Korean myths can be classified into creation myths such as
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<Cheonjiwang-bonpuli> foundation myths such as <the Dangun Myth>
shaman myths such as <Baridegi>. There is a tendency that heroines are
depicted only as minor, assisting characters for the founding of a nation.
On the other hand, in the shaman myths preserved and transmitted by
oral tradition richly depict heroine adventures, for example, a woman
becomes a shamanic goddess.

Korean heroine myths can also be classified into foundation myths and
shaman myths. Within this category, heroines go through mythical
adventures, appear comparable to the ones of their male counterparts.
This study preselected heroine myths with the protagonists’ adventures
have typical narrative structures of initiation rites; settings for mythic
imagination. However, it was necessary to reinterpret foundation myths in
which female characters, who appeared as mere assistants, were never
seen as equal totheir male equivalents. It is because foundation myths
have a prototype of heroine mythsthat can be recognized through the
literature.

Chapter two described the concept of heroine myths and analyzed the
narrative structure of Korean heroine myths. Selected characters from
Korean heroine myths are "Ungnyeo” or "Bear Woman” in foundation
myth, <Dangun Myth> and ‘Yuhwa in <Jumong Myths> were selected.
From shaman myths, "Princess Bari” of <Baridegi> and "Jacheonghbi” of

<Segyeong-bonpuri> were selected. The researcher robed: the aspects of
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the fantasy world’s time and space which are the background of myths;
the narrative structure of the initiation rites revealed in theaforementioned
heroin myths.

Chapter three selected modern Korean children’s fictions based on the
already stated heroine myths as motifs. This chapter also analyzed how
the selected works have embraced heroine myths.

Chapter four assessed the significance and limitations of modern Korean
children’s fictions of with heroinemyths asmotifs. Characteristics of
heroines from the myths such as empathizing the weak, personal growth
through challenges and adventures, and developing win-win negotiation
skills, are found in selected modern Korean children’s fictions of with
heroine myths asmotifs.

Since 2000, while great progress has been made in the re-creation of
Korean myths in different types of media such as webtoons, plays,
musicals, movies, and literature, using diverse mythical motifs as a source
of inspiration in children’s literature for an expanded worldview has
increased. To create children’s fiction with an expanded worldview, it is
relevantto focus on Korean heroine myths, which have been neglected in
the meantime. The researcher hopes that this study will promote critical
reflection on how heroines in mythology have been portrayed through

re—creation and re-writing.
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Keywords: folktales, myths, heroine myths, female heroes, Ungnyeo,

Yuhwa, Princess Bari, Jacheongbi, children’s fiction
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