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Abstract

Textual Analysis of the Goddesses of Jeju Myth in the {Twelve Deity Bonpuri

Shamanic Ritual)

Choa Hye kyung - Cho Hyun Soul

Keywords : mythology, Goddesses, shamanic ritual of ‘gut’, {(Cheonjiwang
Bonpuriy, (Halmang Bonpuri), (Manura Bonpuri), {Chogong
Bonpuri), {Igong Bonpuri), (Samgong Bonpuriy, {Chasa Bonpuri),
{Segyeong Bonpuri), {(Munjeon Bonpuriy, {Chilseong Bonpuriy,
{Menggam Bonpuriy, {(Jijang Bonpuri)

The <Bonpuri> of Jeju mythology is a narrated mythology used in shamanic
rituals which reflects Jeju’s social and cultural characteristics. It eminently
deserves preservation as it is regarded as global heritage and its content and form

based on the shamanic ritual of gut contain a unique mythological value system.

Jeju’s shamanic community retains considerable materials of its rituals, and
thanks to the distinctive structure of the rituals and narratives, Jeju is considered
the most active region with regards to shamanism. Jeju Bonpuri are more
numerous than those of other regions and each type has distinctive characteristics.
There are 12 Bonpuri sung for gods/goddesses in formal gut rituals. They are
<Cheonjiwang Bonpuri>, <Halmang Bonpuri>, <Manura Bonpuri>, <Chogong
Bonpuri>, <lgong Bonpuri>, <Samgong Bonpuri>, <Chasa Bonpuri>, <Segyeong
Bonpuri>, <Munjeon Bonpuri>, <Chilseong Bonpuri>, <Menggam Bonpuri>, and
<Jijang Bonpuri>. In addition to these twelve, there are two more, namely Dangsin
(shrine gods/goddesses) Bonpuri and Josangsin (ancestor gods/goddesses)

Bonpuri.

In fact, Jeju Bonpuri is an intangible cultural heritage associated with three

79
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elements: the gut ritual; the shamans who perform the ritual; and the shrine at

which shamans perform the ritual.

Jeju shamanic mythology has especially abundant and distinctive stories on
goddesses that may be called ‘goddess mythology.” Therefore, it is essential to
study the principle of narrative formation and structural characteristics found

throughout goddess mythology.

As part of studies to shed light on the cultural and historic value of Jeju
mythology, it is essential to uncover the universal value of Jeju mythology through
academic analysis of texts relating to the roles of goddesses in the Bonpuri
mythology which explains the roots of the gods/goddesses. This is more urgent as
gut ritual performers or those who can recite the Bonpuri narratives are gradually
disappearing. Above all, it is imperative to make every effort to have Jeju Bonpuri
designated on the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by appreciating

its value as intangible cultural heritage.

UNESCO defines intangible cultural heritage as “the practices, representations,
expressions, knowledge, skills ... that communities, groups and, in some cases,
individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage” (Convention Article 2,
Paragraph 1). And the range is stipulated as “oral traditions and expressions,
including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage; performing arts;
social practices, rituals and festive events; knowledge and practices concerning
nature and the universe; and traditional craftsmanship” [Convention Article 2,

Paragraph 2).

Regarding shamanic rituals, ‘Songdang-ri village ritual’ and Jeju Grand Gut’
are currently designated as cultural assets by the provincial government. As
for shamanic shrines, Songdang Bonhyangdang, Saemihanrosandang, Waheul
Bonhyangdang, Susan Bonhyangdang, and Wolpyeong Darakgukdang are
designated as cultural assets by the provincial government. Jeju Bonpuri focuses
on oral tradition, and the pattern of intangible cultural heritage for Jeju Bonpuri,
all of which are intangible cultural heritage worth preserving, consists of rituals,

shrines, and the practicing shamans.
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