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1) Albert B. Lord, “GILGAMESH AND OTHER EPICS,” Tzvi Abusch, John Huehnergard, and
Piotr Steinkeller, Lingering over Words.: Studies in Ancient Near FEastern Literature in
Honor of William L. Moran(Series: Harvard Semitic Studies, Volume:37), 1990. pp.379-380
The great change that had come about in the mythic pattern between the ancient
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Gilgamesh and Odyssey on the one hand and the medieval Beowulf on the other was
caused by the advent of Christianity and its gradual absorption into the epic tradition.
The ancient non-biblical pattern, like the biblical one in Genesis, was meant explain the
mortality of man and its inevitabilety. But blameless Beowulf, champion of the good,
slayer ov evil monsters, must also die. It is in a Final battle with evil that his won
destiny is fulfilled. It took a truly Christian epic such as The Song of Roland to move to
the next step, to the immortality of the soul: for Gabriel came down to receive the soul
of Roland, killed in fighting the enemies of Christianity.

2) Blaise Daniel Staples (Author) & Carl A.P. Ruck (Author, Editor) & Jose Alfredo Gonzalez
Celdran, The Hidden World. Survival of Pagan Shamanic Themes in European Fairytales,
Carolina Academic Press, 2007.
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