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| ABSTRACT |

A Study on the Role and Authority of Jeju Local

Governors in the Early Joseon Dynasty

Oh, Su-jung ’

Joseon could not but consider the geographical issues of Jeju which
arose from the process of integrating Jeju into the prefecture-county
system. At the heart of those issues was the challenge of taking control of
Jeju society that had been dominated by Seongju and Wangja, the
Aboriginal Powers that existed for a prolonged period of time in Jeju, and
the challenge of providing the military defense against the Japanese pirate
raiders along the travel paths. Josen Dynasty needed to introduce a
differentiated  ruling system in connection with the administrative
organization system involving the provincial governors, particularly, because
the Jeju was an island region.

In such situations, Joseon Dynasty delegated the local governors with
the authority equivalent to that vested in Provincial governors and
conferred the military and administrative concurrent office upon those local
governors so as to ensure that the local governors could be in overall
charge of the independent island. In particular, the 'personnel evaluation
right' to appraise the performance of local officials within the jurisdiction,
which previously fell within the remit of Provincial governor, was delegated
to Jeju Moksa(magistrate), amid the concern about the failure of Jeju to

meet the performance standards of Auditor. Dangsanggwan(State Councilor),

* Jeju Special Self-Governing Provincial Council, policy consultative commissioner
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registered as Joamok(Commander), was dispatched to help buttress the
authority of the local officials. Moreover, Jeju Moksa(magistrate) had the
authority to make report through Janggye(report to the royal court) which
could be submitted only by holders of public offices, including Provincial
governors, reporting directly to the king.

Jeju Moksa(magistrate), endowed with aforesaid posts and authority, were
granted the concurrent offices, such as Jeju Manho(Government post as a
military naval officer), Doanmusa(commander-in-chief), Cheomjeoljesa(associate
commander), Jigammok, Gammoksa(officer in charge of stud farm), and
Byeongma-sugun-jeoljesa(Associate  Commander of the Naval Force), and
ruled the Jeju society from the Early Joseon Dynasty in response to social
and military needs such as military support and defense. Those concurrent
offices were distinguished for their roles such as military support arising
from control of the society, horse management, and their military
characteristics. They were integrated into the centralized governance system

that reflected the geopolitical characteristics of Jeju as an island region.

Key—words:. Provincial governor, Jeju Moksa(magistrate), concurrent office,

military defense, personnel evaluation right
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