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| ABSTRACT |

Performing Islands in Personal Media Era

. Islands of Survival, Pilgrimage, and Living for a Month

Chun, Won-keun "

The island has long been understood as a space of isolation separated
from our daily time and space, and become a source of cultural
imagination of utopia and dystopia. By depending on this imagination,
personal and social media repeatedly reshape the experiences and
imaginations of island on a large scale. This study examines three
categories in which islands are performed in personal media by analysis of
their affordance, abstractedness, and mobility. In 'Island of Survival, the
island appears as a virtual uninhabited island for the experiment of survival
through simultaneous simulation conducted by the creator and viewer. In
these contents, island is abstracted as an isolated space and a primitive
environment, and the human nature is reduced to an organism that
struggles in the wild. In 'Island of Pilgrimage', the creators and viewers
rearrange various elements for a specific narrative experience on the island,
and make the time and space of the island different from the ordinary
one of the center/mainland. 'Island of Living for a Month' reproduces the
island as a habitable space that is simultaneously linked to the mainland
and also a space desirable for living by using the romantic attributes given
to the island. Through these performs based on the presupposed attribute

of isolatedness, the islands paradoxically become no longer isolated, but
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simultaneously linked to the center. In addition, these practices work across
the dichotomy of the virtual and reality, the far and nearness, and motion
and pause, reproducing the island into a heterotopia where they become
indistinguishable. The popularity and spread of personal media lead us to
analyze ‘island’ as constructed not only by governments, inhabitants, and
tourism industries, but also socially and globally extended and diversified

performances.

Key—words: insularity, performativity, affordance, mobility, simulation
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