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Abstract

A Study on Korea's Accommodation of the Refugees from the Collapsed
Kingdom of Balhae and Policy of Assimilating the Neighboring Nations
in 10th~12th Centuries

Jeon, Young—Joon"

Having faced with the political instability of Northeast Asia since its foundation,
Goryeo implemented policies for the incorporation of neighboring peoples. At the time of
the establishment of Goryeo, the internal confusion of neighboring countries surrounding
Goryeo and the rise of the newly emerging northern peoples acted as the direct causes
of the fall of Balhae.

The turbulent political condition in Northeast Asia around the 10th century was an
immediate challenge that required Goryeo to establish deliberate internal and external
policies. Therefore, Goryeo attempted to actively accept foreign peoples from northern
regions to expand human resources necessary to wage conquest wars while setting up
policies to strengthen the centralized power for internal stability.

Goryeo also actively induced the voluntary surrender of northern peoples with the
establishment of loose—reign provinces, raising its external reputation by using the
system to promote the stability of royal authority and the Palgwanhoe (Assembly of the
FEight Commandments). In addition, Goryeo formulated a policy to reinforce its political
influence on Usan and Tamma. In particular, for Tamna, it adopted and actively
implemented the loose—reign control system that utilized the traditional Northeast Asian
tributary relationships.

Goryeo's various assimilation policies for refugees and foreign nations were unfolded in
the process of accepting crown prince Daegwanghyeon and people from Balhae and
northern foreign peoples including the Jurchen during its early years. In addition, the
kingdom expanded its influence in Northeast Asia, with the loose—reign control of Tamna
and incorporation of local governments.

Political incentives such as the granting of names and public offices to foreign peoples
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who continued to voluntarily surrender to Goryeo throughout the entire Goryeo period
and systems for improving their socio—economic status such as the provision of family
registers and tuhwajeon (land) helped them establish their identity as the Goryeo people
and be assimilated into the Goryeo society. In addition, it is considered that Goryeo's
active assimilation policy toward foreign peoples greatly contributed to raising the status

of the country in Northeast Asia.

Key Words : Refugees, Balhae refugees, loose—reign provinces, Tammna, loose—reign

control, assimilation policy
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