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Abstract

A Study of Village Autonomy and Jeju Hyangyak

— With Emphasis on the Qualification, Rights, and Duties of Ri Residents of
Hyangyak in Eup and Myeon Villages —

Kim, I1—Soon*Yang, Jeong—Cheol™ Hwang, Kyung—Soo™

Jeju's Eup and Myeon villages are experiencing various conflicts due to radical
population changes and development.  Solutions for the conflicts of villagers are
suggested based on Hyangyak, which is a set of rules for villages. Also, Eup and
Myeon villages acknowledge Hyangyak containing the basic desires and norms of
villagers, as the rules bindings for any resident in the village. The current study
analyzed the sections of Hyangyak on the qualification, rights, and duties of Ri residents
to discuss ways to revitalize village autonomy. For the resources, Hyangyak of 146
villages' Hyangyak out of 172 Eup and Myeon villages of Jeju were collected and
analyzed. The following are the suggestions made based on the analysis of Hyangyak:
first, granting the migrants the right to participate in talent donation and community
activities before being qualified as Ri residents based on Hyangyak; second, specifying
the right to claim compensations for village properties; third, expansion of rights to
participate in the village meetings that are open for anyone in the village; fourth,
granting each person a vote to cast for the election of Ri chief to guarantee
gender—equal voting; fifth, alleviating the qualification criteria for Ri chief candidates and
capping the age limit (65); and sixth, improving the duties of Ri residents; and seventh,

disclosing Hyangyak and village information for the migrants to understand Jeju culture.

Key Words : Village Autonomy, Hyangyak, Qualification, Rights and Duties of Ri
Residents, Right to Elect or Run for Ri Chief
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