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Abstract

The identity of the 18th-century literati in Jeju Island:
Jang Han-cheol's travel record Pyohaerok (JZ#i5%)

Jung, Hwan—Kuk

This article examines the identity of the 18th-century literati in Jeju Island
by analyzing Jang Han-cheol's travel record Pyohaerok (igs%). Despite how
unique of a place that the literature of Jeju Island occupies in the history of
Korean classical literature, studies often express a land-oriented perspective
that otherizes the Jeju literature. This trend prevents any opportunity to
properly approach to the subject itself. In order to derive more accurate
analysis, the records of native Jeju scholars and their own perspective need to
be examined thoroughly. Thus, Pyohaerok has been selected in this study to
identify the native scholar’s thoughts and viewpoint. One of the many distinct
features of Pyohaerok is that the writer's voice of the inner world is expressed
in harmony with his reaction to the outer world. In this regard, how the piece
had been used to disclose the capacity of scholars in Jeju is identified based on
analyzing Jang's life and the circumstances Pyohaerok being read at the
government authorities. Secondly, the aspects of conflicts on board and the
contacts with the outside world are also analyzed in this study. It is derived
that Jang had improved the understanding of the Jeju people’ and the ‘sailors’
through the conflicts in the drifting ship. He had made a connection to the
outer world by encountering with the pirates and merchant ships as well. In
those particular situations, he would project his identity as a Confucian

scholar into the circumstances. Lastly, a feature that distinguishes Jang from
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other ordinary scholars is discovered by analyzing his knowledge in the usage
of various records and maps. In conclusion, Pyohaerok reveals the identity and
self awareness of Jang Han-cheol, a Jeju scholar ambiguously positioned in the

hierarchy of the Joseon Dynasty.

Keyword « Jang Han-cheol (3£#%%), Pyohaerok (iZig5%), Drifting experience,
Jeju Island and the people, Jeju scholars, Identity
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