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Abstract

Establishment and operation of a Anhydrous Alcohol Factory in
Jeju Island directly managed by Oriental Development

Company(S¥HFEkA = iit)

CHO, Sung Youn

‘The Oriental development company (hereinafter called as Dongcheok)’ was
the tools of Empare Japan. In the 1930s, the scale of Japanese industry grew and
the Sino-Japanese War began, and energy emerged as an important problem. The
most important of all was oil. At that time, most of the oil was imported from
the United States, and the confrontation with the United States was getting
worse. So the way to solve the oil shortage that we found was to use a forced
mixture of oil and alcohol. Japan began mass-producing alcohol as a replacement
for oil in the late 1930s.

The Japanese Government-General of Korea recommended Dongcheok to build
an anhydrous alcohol production plant on Jeju Island. Although it was the
second alcohol factory after Sinuiju. Dongcheok equated national and corporate

interests, unlike private companies.

Dongcheok planned to complete the factory and produce products in 1940, but
construction was delayed due to the expansion of the war. Then Japanese Army
reached out. The anhydrous alcohol factory was changed to a butanol production
plant in partnership with the Army. Thanks to this, production began in February
1944 with preferential support for factory construction materials. However, in the
aftermath of the war, the liquor factory was destroyed by massive air

bombardment in June 1945.
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After liberation, the destroyed factory was restored. The factory was sold to
civilians under the control of the U.S. military government. It was a company
that started from the beginning with the production of munitions in mind, and
the policy goal was missing as the war ended. And it was sold during the
Korean War, and abnormal management continued without finding its owner, and

eventually closed.

The anhydrous alcohol Plant, which was directly managed by Dongcheok, was
the largest factory in Jeju Island not only at the end of Japan but also after
liberation. It was the company that hired the largest number of employees, parks,
and had power generators and was in charge of supplying electricity to the city
for a while. Because it had a large warehouse, it served as a camp to
accommodate many Jeju residents during the preliminary inspection as well as

during the April 3rd period.

Now, almost all traces of a factory have disappeared. And a memorial tower
was built on the site to tell the pain of the April 3rd, and a memorial hall will
be built. Of course, through this, we will remember those who were trapped in
a anhydrous alcohol factory warehouse and suffered. But at the same time, we
will need to leave this place as another place of memory to show how Imperial

Japan tried to use Jeju Island to satisfy its greed.
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