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| ABSTRACT |

Perception and Policy of the Early Joseon Government

on the Pojakin[f##{EAl of Jeju Island

—Focus on the refugee characteristics of the Pojakin.,

Yang, Jeong-pil "

Since the reign of King Seongjong{fi5<l, many Jeju people who lived
based on the sea had left for the mainland of the Korean Peninsula. They
could be callec Pojakin{fiflf/EA\}. This article examines the government's
perception and countermeasures against Pojakin. The Pojakins are a kind
of displaced persons. Therefore, they should be sent back to Jeju Island.
However, during the reign of King Seongjong, the repatriation policy had
many limitations, so it postponed or implemented. Then the king should
implement policies that make them citizens. However, this had also not
been implemented properly. For some time, the Pojakins were not
registered in the family register and did not pay taxes or military service.
They remained living outside the sovereignty of the state. The reason why
the government left the Pojakin in this situation was that they could not
catch them living in the sea. At that time, Jeju Island was overpopulated,
so even local officials in Jeju were not active in the process of bringing
out of the country.

During the reign of King Jungjong{5=}, the naval capabilities of the

Pojakin were needed to defend and defeat frequent Japanese invasion.

* Associate Professor, Department of History, Jeju national University; Director, Jeju

National University Institute of Peace Studies.



234 Eel23 mMer=

Therefore, some of them were registered and active in the navy. They
could be seen as incorporated into the common people. However, many
Pojakins remained outside their sovereignty.

As such, Pojakins were displaced people and should be repatriated, but
they were not repatriated. As a result, the Pojakin were not incorporated
into Joseon's people for a long time and lived outside of their sovereignty.
These Pojakins were, from the present point of view, strongly characterized

as refugees.

Key—words: Jeju Island, Pojakinfifif/E Ay, maritime activity —capability,
Repatriation policy, refugees
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