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Abstract

A Study on Curriculum Development for the Jeju Dialect

Kwon Miso, Kim Mijin, Ko Jiyeon
Kim Bohyang, Shin Woobong, Heo Wonyoung, Jang Jungmin

Keywords: Jejueo, Jeju Dialect, Jejueo education, curriculum development,
selection of basic Jeju vocabulary, intergenerational language transmission,
endangered language revitalization

This study aims to develop a systematic curriculum for the Jeju dialect,
applicable to learners at different proficiency levels, in response to the rapid
decline in its use—classified as an endangered language—and the discontinuity
of intergenerational transmission. Despite preservation policies implemented by
Jeju Special Self-Governing Province and the Jeju Special Self-Governing
Provincial Office of Education, structural limitations have persisted in Jeju
dialect education, including insufficient teaching hours, the absence of a
coherent curriculum, disparities in the quality of teaching materials and
instructor competency, and a lack of social awareness. Accordingly, this study,
as part of the Educational Development Zone initiative, seeks to establish an
integrated model encompassing the selection of basic Jeju vocabulary, the
design of level-based curricula, and the construction of an evaluation
framework.

The introduction examines the linguistic and cultural value of the Jeju
dialect and assesses its endangered status, arguing that strengthening Jeju
dialect education is a key strategy for preserving regional identity. It further
emphasizes the need to establish a practical curriculum based on multiple
learning pathways spanning schools, communities, and online environments.
The scope of the study covers the entire spectrum of Jeju dialect education,
including school education, community-based lifelong learning, and digitally
mediated learning. Methodologically, the study adopts a multi-layered approach,
drawing on literature review, corpus analysis, review of existing teaching
materials, and expert consultation.
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The theoretical framework section reviews the linguistic characteristics of the
Jeju dialect and the necessity of its preservation, analyzes the educational
demand for Jeju dialect instruction, and surveys relevant prior studies. It also
examines the significance of dialect education within Korean language
education, draws on insights from second/foreign language pedagogy, and
reviews international cases of endangered language revitalization. In particular,
it highlights that, due to the substantial difference between the Jeju dialect and
Standard Korean, an educational approach equivalent to second language
acquisition is required, thereby underscoring the importance of early education,
community-based linkage, and digitally mediated learning environments.

The section on the direction of Jeju dialect curriculum development presents
four key pillars: a learner-centered design for the preservation and transmission
of the Jeju dialect; process-centered teaching and learning to foster
communicative competence; the expansion of an educational ecosystem linking
schools, communities, and cultural resources; and the establishment of a
sustainable, digitally supported framework for ongoing implementation.

The curriculum design section elaborates on the fundamental design
principles, target learners and instructional time, the proficiency-level
framework, the content structure, and overall learning objectives. By adopting
an open and modular structure, the study establishes a system that allows for
flexible implementation according to school level, learner proficiency, and
educational context. Furthermore, it presents level-specific learning objectives,
achievement standards, and an overarching evaluation framework in a
systematic manner.

Furthermore, to ensure the consistency and validity of the curriculum, the
procedures and criteria for selecting basic Jeju vocabulary for educational
purposes are developed based on corpus analysis, review of existing
instructional materials, and expert consultation. By presenting the selection
criteria, a level-based vocabulary framework, and instructional applications, the
study establishes a foundation for the future development of textbooks and
assessment tools, as well as the development of a comprehensive archive.

The section detailing the curriculum development content presents
level-specific learning objectives, achievement standards, guidelines for
instructional content and time, implementation strategies, and an evaluation
system. It serves to clarify the practical guidelines necessary for the effective
implementation of Jeju dialect education.
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Finally, the conclusion highlights the significance of this study in
establishing a foundational curriculum for the preservation and intergenerational
transmission of the Jeju dialect. It also proposes directions for future policy
support—such as  strengthening teacher capacity, securing sustainable
instructional time, and expanding digital content—as well as subsequent tasks,
including textbook development, the advancement of an evaluation framework,
and the utilization of archives and Al-based resources.

This research approaches Jeju dialect education not merely as regional
language instruction, but from the perspective of curriculum development
aimed at realizing regional identity, cultural diversity, and the protection of
linguistic rights. Therefore, it can serve as foundational reference material for
the long-term, integrated development of policies to revitalize the Jeju dialect.
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